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VISIT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL  OF  PARIS  TO  LONDON 

AT  THE  INVITATION  OF 

THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


PROGRAMME. 


Monday,  October  16th. 

4.55  p.m. — Arrival  at  Charing  The  visitors  will  start  from  Paris  at  9.35  a.m.,  and 

Cross  Railway  Station.  will  arrive  at  Dover'at  2.35  p.m.  They  will  leave  Dover  at 

3.10  p.m.,  arriving  at  Charing  Cross  Railway  Station  at  4.55 
p.m.,  (Le  Compagnie  de  Chemin  de  Fer  du  Nord  de  France 
and  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Company  providing 
special  trains),  where  they  will  be  received  by  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  London  County  Council.  The  visitors 
will  then  drive  to  the  homes  of  those  members  of  the  Council 
with  whom  they  will  reside  during  their  stay  in  London. 


10.30  a.m. — Municipal  and 
County  Club — The  Mall, 
St.  James’s  Park. 


11.30— His  Majesty  the  King 
receives  at  Buckingham 
Palace. 


1.30  p.m.  —  Headquarters 
of  the  Fire  Brigade. 


Tuesday,  October  17th. 

The  visitors  will  assemble  at  the  Municipal  and  County 
Club,  4,  Whitehall  Court,  S.W.  (of  which  they  have  been 
elected  honorary  members,  and  which  will  be  exclusively  at 
their  disposal  during  their  visit),  and  will  then  drive  to  The 
Mall,  St.  James’s  Park,  opposite  the  County  Hall,  and  thence 
via  The  Mall  to  Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
express  his  desire  to  receive  the  President  and  Members  of 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Paris,  accompanied  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  London  County  Council,  at 
Buckingham  Palace  at  12  o’clock  noon. 

On  leaving  the  Palace,  the  visitors  will  proceed  up  Con¬ 
stitution  Hill,  through  Hyde  Park,  along  Oxford  Street, 
Regent  Street,  Pall  Mall,  Charing  Cross,  Strand,  Fleet  Street, 
Ludgate  Hill,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  King  William  Street, 
over  London  Bridge,  along  Southwark  Street  and  Southwark 
Bridge  Road  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  where 
they  will  lunch  and  afterwards  witness  a  display  by  the 
Brigade. 
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3  p.m. — The  Victoria  Em¬ 
bankment  and  Gardens. 


3.30  p.m.  —  The  Council’s 
Municipal  Dwellings, 
Millbank  Estate — Vaux- 
hall  Bridge. 


4.45  p.m. — Battersea  Park, 
Battersea  Bridge  and 
the  Chelsea  Embank¬ 
ment. 

5.30  p.m. — The  County  Hall 
during  Sitting  of  the 
Council. 

7.30  p.m.  —  Dinner  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  given  by  Mr. 
E.  A.  Cornwall,  J.P.,  the 
Chairman  of  the  London 
County  Council  to  the 
President  and  Members 
of  the  Municipal  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Paris. 

10.0  p.m. —  Reception  by 
Lady  Ludlow  at  Seaford 
House,  Belgrave  Square. 


10.0  a.m.  —  Municipal  and 

County  Club. 

« 

10.15  a.m. — French  Hospital, 
172,  Shaftesbury  Avenue. 

10.30  a.m.  —  The  “Hugh 
Myddleton”  School, 
Clerkenwell  Close. 

11.30  a.m. — Kingsway. 


1.30  p.m. — The  Mansion 
House — Luncheon  with 
the  Lord  Mayor. 


3.30  p.m. — Victoria  Park. 


Tuesday,  October  17th — continued. 

They  will  subsequently  proceed  through  Southwark 
Street,  over  Blackfriars  Bridge,  along  the  Victoria  Em¬ 
bankment,  passing  the  Council’s  Education  Offices,  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  Westminster  Abbey,  and  the 
National  Gallery  of  British  Art  (Tate  Gallery),  and  will 
inspect  the  Council’s  municipal  dwellings  on  the  Millbank 
Estate,  and  view  the  new  Vauxhall  Bridge  in  course  of 
construction. 

The  visitors  will  then  proceed  down  Grosvenor  Road,, 
over  Chelsea  Bridge,  through  Battersea  Park,  over  Batter¬ 
sea  Bridge,  and  along  the  Chelsea  Embankment,  and  will 
return  to  the  County  Hall  in  order  to  be  present  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Council. 


Wednesday,  October  18th. 

The  visitors  will  assemble  at  the  Municipal  and  County 
Club  and  drive  to  the  French  Hospital,  which  they  will  visit. 
They  will  then  proceed  by  Theobald’s  Road  and  Clerkenwell 
Road  to  inspect  the  “Hugh  Myddleton”  School,  and 
afterwards  return  through  Clerkenwell  Green,  Clerkenwell 
Road,  and  Theobald’s  Road,  to  Kingsway. 

Opening  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  new  thorough¬ 
fares  Kingsway  and  Aldwych. 

They  will  afterwards  return  through  Theobald’s  Road, 
then  through  Farringdon  Road,  past  the  Central  Markets 
and  through  Snow  Hill,  Cheapside  to  the  Mansion  House, 
where  the  visitors  will  lunch  with  the  Lord  Mayor. 

On  leaving  the  Mansion  House  at  2.30  p.m.,  the 
visitors  will  drive  through  Broad  Street,  Liverpool 
Street,  Houndsditch,  Aldgate,  Whitechapel  Road,  Mile  End 
Road,  and  Grove  Road  to  Victoria  Park.  Then  from 


4.30  p.m. — King’s  Cross. 


5.30  p.m. — Council’s  Fire 
Brigade  Station,  High 
Street,  Kensington. 


10  a.m.  —  Municipal  and 
County  Club. 

10.30  a.m. — Site  of  the  New 
County  Hall. 


11.15  a.m. — New  Cross  Car- 
Sheds. 


11.30  a.m. — Carrington 
House,  Sylva  Cottages. 


12.15  p.m. — Luncheon. 

1.15  p.m. — Electric  Generat¬ 
ing  Station,  Greenwich 

1 .45  p.m.— Blackwall  Tunnel 

2.45  p.m. — Northern  Outfall 
Sewage  Works,  Barking 

3.45  to  5  p.m. — Woolwich 
A  r  s  e  n  a  1 — G  r  e  e  n  w  i  c  h 
Hospital — Port  of  Lon¬ 
don — The  Tower — Lon¬ 
don  Bridge— Fire  Float 
“  Alpha.” 

7.30  p.m.  —  Dinner  with 
Members. 

HBp.m. — Reception  by  Lady 
Colebrooke  at  Stratford 
House,  Stratford  Place, 
Oxford  Street. 


Wednesday,  October  18th  — continued. 

Victoria  Park  back  through  Hackney  Road,  Old  Street, 
up  City  Road,  Pentonville  Road,  King’s  Cross,  and  Euston 
Road. 

From  Euston  Road  down  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
along  Oxford  Street,  through  Hyde  .Park,  Kensington 
Gardens,  and  Kensington  Road  to  the  Council’s  Fire 
Brigade  Station  off  High  Street,  Kensington. 

Arrangements  for  the  evening  will  be  made  by  the 
visitors  and  their  hosts. 

Thursday,  October  19th. 

The  visitors  will  meet  at  the  Municipal  and. 
County  Club  and  drive  to  Westminster  Bridge  to 
view  the  site  of  the  new  County  Hall,  and  the  Works 
department  of  the  Council.  They  will  then  proceed  by 
the  Council’s  electric  trams  via  Kennington  Road,  Ken- 
nington  Park,  past  the  Council’s  Tramway  Depot  in 
Camberwell  New  Road,  and  the  Camberwell  School  of 
Arts  and  Crafts  in  the  Peckham  Road  to  the  car-sheds 
at  New  Cross  Gate.  Afterwards  by  Council’s  tram  along 
New  Cross  Road  and  Broadway,  Deptford,  to  Carrington 
House  (one  of  the  Council’s  lodging  houses),  and  Sylva 
Cottages  (Artisans’  Dwellings),  in  Brookmill  Road. 

Visitors  will  lunch  at  Carrington  House,  subsequently 
proceeding  by  carriage  along  Greenwich  Road,  Romney 
Road  and  Trafalgar  Road  to  inspect  the  Council’s  Electric 
Generating  Station  at  Greenwich.  They  will  then  drive 
through  Woolwich  Road  and  Blackwall  Lane  to  the  Black- 
wall  Tunnel,  passing  Idenden  Cottages  (Artisans’  Dwellings), 
and  through  the  Tunnel  to  Tunnel  Gardens  on  the  north 
side  of  the  River  Thames.  Leaving  Northumberland 
Wharf  at  2.15  p.m.,  the  visitors  will  proceed  on  one  of 
the  Council’s  steamboats  to  the  Council’s  Northern  Out¬ 
fall  Sewage  Works  at  Barking.  The  return  journey  up 
the  river  to  Westminster  Pier  will  commence  at  3.45  p.m., 
passing  at  Blackfriars  the  Council’s  Fire  Float,  “  Alpha,” 
on  which  a  special  display  wills  be  given. 

Visitors  will  dine  at  various  dinner  parties  given  by 
Members  of  the  Council. 
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Friday,  October  20th. 


9.20  a.m. — Waterloo  Station 

10.9  a.m. — Hampton  Station 

10.30  a.m. — Works  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water 
Board  at  Hampton. 

11.30  a.m.— Staines  Reser¬ 
voir. 

12.42  p.m. — Leave  for  Wind¬ 
sor. 

12.59  p.m. — Windsor. 

1.15  p.m. — Luncheon  with 
the  Mayor  of  Windsor. 


2.15  p.m. — Windsor  Castle 
and  Park. 


5.20  p.m. — Return  to  London 


7.30  p.m. — Dinner  at  the 
Savoy  Hotel,  given  by 
Colonel  Clifford  Probyn, 
J.P.,  Deputy  Chairman 
of  the  Council. 

10  p.m. — Reception  by  His 
Excellency  The  French 
Ambassador,  M.Cambon, 
at  the  French  Embassy, 
Albert  Gate,  Knights- 
bridge. 


The  visitors  will  meet  at  Waterloo  Station  (South’ 
Western  Railway),  and  will  travel  by  the  train  leav¬ 
ing  at  9.30  a.m.  to  Hampton,  which  will  be  reached 
about  10.9  a.m.,  where  visitors  will  be  received  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
and  will  proceed  to  inspect  the  works  under  the  control 
of  the  Board  at  Hampton.  After  the  inspection,  they 
will  drive  to  Staines  Reservoir,  and  thence  to  Staines 
Junction  Station,  travelling  by  the  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  to  Windsor. 

The  Mayor  of  Windsor,  Sir  William  Shipley,  will 
entertain  the  guests  at  Lunch. 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  permission  to  the  President  and  Members  of  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Paris,  accompanied  by  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  London  County  Council,  to  visit 
Windsor  Castle  and  Park. 

A  special  train  (provided  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company)  will  leave  Windsor  at  5.20,  arriving 
at  Paddington  at  6.0  p.m. 


Saturday,  October  21st. 


10.30  a.m. —  Victoria 
Station. 


The  visitors  will  meet  at  Victoria  Station  at  10.30 
a.m.  leaving  by  special  train  at  10.55  a.m.,  and  will  -  bid 
farewell  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  tCouncil, 
reaching  Dover  at  1.0  p.m.,  Calais  at  2.50  p.m.  and  Paris- 
at  6.30  p.m. 


6.30  p.m. — Paris. 


SHORT  DESCRIPTION  OF  PLACES  OF  INTEREST 
IN  THOSE  PARTS  OF  LONDON  VISITED  BY  THE 
MUNICIPAL  COUNCIL  OF  PARIS. 


Monday  : — 

Charing  Cross  Railway  Station,  which  was  built  in  1860,  is  the  most  central 

of  the  great  railway  stations,  and  is  one  of  the  termini  of  the  South  Eastern  and 
Chatham  Railway.  This  railway  serves  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Folkestone  and 

Dover,  whence  its  steamers  run  to  Calais  and  Boulogne.  More  than  400  trains 

arrive  and  depart  each  day,  and  over  11  millions  of  passengers  are  carried  each 

year. 

Charing  Cross,  from  which  the  railway  station  derives  its  name,  is  one  of  the 
busiest  and  best  known  places  in  London.  This  name  originated  from  the  fact, 
that  on  this  spot  a  cross  of  stone  was  erected,  1291-1294,  to  Eleanor,  Queen  of 
Edward  I.,  this  being  the  last  stage  at  which  the  Queen’s  body  rested  previous  to 
its  interment  in  Westminster  Abbey.  A  modern  copy  of  Eleanor’s  Cross  stands, 
in  front  of  Charing  Cross  Station. 

Trafalgar  Square  is  also  a  centre  of  considerable  interest.  It  was  begun  in 
1829,  and  completed  in  1841.  In  the  centre  of  the  square  rises  the  massive  granite 
Nelson  column,  which  is  145  feet  in  height.  It  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  Corinthian 

columns  of  the  temple  of  Mars  Ultor,  at  Rome,  and  is  crowned  with  a  Statue 

of  Nelson,  17  feet  in  height.  The  four  bronze  lions  at  the  base  of  the  column 

were  the  work  of  Sir  Edwin  Landseer. 

Statues  of  Sir  Henry  Havelock,  Sir  Charles  Napier,  George  IV.  and  General 

Gordon,  occupy  prominent  positions  in  the  square. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  square  is  the  National  Gallery,  which  is  adjoined 
by  the  National  Portrait  Gallery.  The  former,  which  is  in  the  classical  style, 
was  erected  in  1832-1838.  The  collection  originally  consisted  of  38  pictures,  but 
has  now  grown  to  one  of  about  1,650. 

The  National  Portrait  Gallery  was  erected  in  1890-1895,  and  contains  upwards 
of  1,200  portraits  of  men  and  women  eminent  in  history,  literature,  art,  and  science. 

Tuesday  : — 

St.  James’  Park,  up  to  the  sixteenth  century,  but  a  marshy  meadow,  has  been 
developed  into  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  London’s  parks.  It  is  one  of  the 
royal  parks,  maintained  out  of  national  funds. 
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Tuesday — continued. 

The  Mall,  which  derived  its  name  from  the  game  of  pall  mall  played  on  its 
green,  has  recently  undergone  a  considerable  change.  The  improvement  is  a  part 
of  the  great  National  Memorial  to  Queen  Victoria,  which  includes  a  column  80 
feet  in  height,  to  be  erected  on  a  circular  space  near  Buckingham  Palace. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Mall,  and  opposite  Spring  Gardens,  are  the 
Admiralty  offices. 

Running  parallel  with  the  Mall  on  the  right  is  Pall  Mall,  the  centre  of  club-life 
in  London,  and  one  of  its  most  historic  streets.  Marlborough  House,  the  residence  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  situated  at  the  western  end.  St.  James’  Palace  is  just  beyond. 


The  Present  County  Hall. 


The  Palace  is  no  longer  the  residence  of  the  sovereign,  though  the  British  Court  is 
still  officially  known  as  the  “  Court  of  St.  James’.” 

Buckingham  Palace,  the  King’s  residence,  is  at  the  west  end  of  St.  James’  Park. 
It  has  been  the  London  residence  of  the  sovereign  since  1837. 

Constitution  Hill  runs  from  the  Palace  to  Hyde  Park  Corner. 

Hyde  Park  Corner  is  another  of  London’s  land  marks,  and  here  is  situated 
Apsley  House,  which  was  presented  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  by  the  nation  in 
recognition  of  his  services. 
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Tuesday — continued. 

Hyde  Park,  another  of  the  Royal  Parks,  has  an  area  of  364  acres.  It  is 
provided  with  nine  carriage  entrances  ;  and  on  the  south  side  is  Rotten  Row,  a  track 
exclusively  reserved  for  riders.  The  first  great  National  Exhibition  was  held  in  Hyde 
Park,  in  1851  ;  and  the  structure  then  erected  now  forms  the  Crystal  Palace  at 
Sydenham.  An  attractive  feature  of  the  Park'  is  the  Serpentine,  a  sheet  of  water 
which  extends  for  some  considerable  distance  in  a  south-westerly  direction. 

Adjoining  Hyde  Park  is  Kensington  Gardens,  in  which  is  situated  Kensington 
Palace,  where  Queen  Victoria  was  born. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Gardens  is  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  which  was  erected 
as  a  memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort.  It  is  capable  of  seating  8,000  people.  Near 
by  is  the  famous  Albert  Memorial  set  up  by  “  Queen  Victoria  and  her  people  to  the 
memory  of  Albert,  Prince  Consort,  as  a  tribute  of  their  gratitude  for  a  life  devoted 
to  the  public  good.” 

Marble  Arch,  at  the  north-east  angle  of  Hyde  Park  was  intended  by  George  IV.  to 
form  the  portal  of  Buckingham  Palace,  but  was  placed  in  its  present  position  in  1850. 

Oxford  Street,  is  one  of  the  main  arteries  of  London,  and  is  a  great  business 
thoroughfare.  It  runs  for  some  considerable  distance  in  a  straight  line  through  the 
centre  of  London. 

Regent  Street  is  an  imposing  and  busy  thoroughfare,  and  contains  a’ large  number 
of  fine  shops.  It  runs  from  Portland  Place,  crossing  Oxford  Street,  to  Waterloo 
Place,  at  the  end  of  which  are  Waterloo  Steps  leading  to  St.  James’  Park.  Here  is 
situated  the  York  Column,  124  feet  in  height,  which  commemorates  the  second  son  of 
George  III. 

The  Strand,  which  is  an  important  thoroughfare  leading  from  Charing  Cross  to 
bleet  Street,  is  an  old  and  historic  street,  and  was  formerly  the  place  of  residence 
of  many  members  of  the  nobility.  It  contains  many  places  of  considerable  interest 
and  importance.  Somerset  House  dates  from  1549,  although  the  present  building 
was  erected  about  1769  ;  the  public  offices  situated  here  include  the  Audit  Office, 
the  Inland  Revenue  Office,  the  Office  of  the  Registrar-General  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages,  including  the  Probate  Registry.  Here,  too,  are  some  of  the  principal 
Theatres  of  London. 

Covent  Garden  Market,  the  principal  vegetable,  fruit  and  flower  market  in  London, 
is  situated  off  the  Strand,  and  adjoining  it  is  the  famous  Covent  Garden  Opera  House. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Strand  are  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice,  which 
were  opened  in  1882.  The  building  has  a  frontage  of  500  feet,  and  cost,  with  the 
site,  7Q, 200, 000.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  no  part  of  the  criminal  work  is  transacted 
in  these  Courts,  but  is  dealt  with  at  the  Old  Bailey  ( see  page  16). 

To  the  east  of  the  Law  Courts  is  Lleet  Street,  the  famous  centre  of  journalistic  life, 
and  here  is  situated  one  of  the  last  of  the  old  inns  of  London,  the  Cheshire  Cheese, 
famous  for  possessing  a  chair  used  by  Dr.  Johnson. 
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T  ucsday — continued. 

Between  Fleet  Street  and  the  River  lies  the  Temple,  the  old  home  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  which  belongs  to  two  of  the  four  Inns  of  Court,  and  is  almost  exclusively 
occupied  by  lawyers. 

Ludgate  Circus,  which  is  a  great  traffic  centre,  connects  Fleet  Street  with 
Ludgate  Hill,  and,  ascending  the  latter,  an  excellent  view  is  obtained  of  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  The  Cathedral  is  the  work  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  who  was  engaged  in 
1666  to  prepare  a  design  of  a  building  to  be  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  Cathedral 
which  had  been  destroyed  in  the  Great  Fire.  The  first  stone  was  laid  in  1675,  and 
the  Cathedral  completed  in  1710.  The  view  from  the  dome  of  St.  Paul’s  is  extensive 
and  varied,  and  the  dome  itself  is  visible  for  many  miles  around. 

The  Bank  of  England,  or  “  The  Bank,”  as  it  is  known  throughout  London,  was 
opened  in  1834.  The  external  walls  are  entirely  devoid  of  windows,  the  Bank  being, 
for  the  sake  of  security,  lighted  from  interior  courts.  It  has  exclusive  privileges, 
including  the  power  of  issuing  paper  money ;  and  it  acts  as  the  agent  of  the 
Government  in  all  business  transactions  connected  with  the  National  Debt. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Bank  is  Throgmorton  Street,  the  home  of  the  London 
Stock  Exchange. 

The  Royal  Exchange  occupies  a  prominent  position,  and  has  its  frontage  towards 
Cheapside.  It  possesses  a  fine  collection  of  paintings.  In  this  building  is  Lloyd’s,  the 
great  shipping  and  insurance  association,  which  has  its  agents  throughout  the  world. 

King  William  Street  is  a  comparatively  short,  but  important,  thoroughfare  leading 
to  London  Bridge.  It  has  in  its  centre  a  Statue  of  William  IV.  ;  and  a  little  farther 
on,  in  Fish  Street,  is  “the  Monument,”  a  column  202  feet  in  height,  designed  by  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  and  erected  in  1671-1677  to  commemorate  the  Great  Fire  which 
broke  out  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Near  the  Monument  is  Billingsgate,  which  is  the  chief  fish-market  in  London. 

London  Bridge  is  one  of  the  most  important  links  between  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  the  Thames,  and  was,  until  1769,  the  only  bridge  over  the  river. 

On  the  south  side  of  London  Bridge  is  London  Bridge  Railway  Station,  one  of 
the  termini  of  the  London  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway.  Its  trains  run  to 
Brighton,  Newhaven  (whence  it  has  a  line  of  steamers  to  Dieppe),  Portsmouth, 
and  other  places  on  the  South  Coast.  Nearly  600  trains  arrive  and  depart  each  day; 
and  the  passengers  carried  annually  number  about  24  millions. 

To  the  right  of  the  station  is  Southwark  Cathedral,  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest 
churches  in  London. 

The  head-quarters  of  the  London  Fire  Brigade  are  situated  in  Southwark  Bridge 
Road.  The  Chief  Officer  of  the  Brigade  has  his  residence  here,  and  there  are  housed 
on  the  premises  105  officers  and  men.  The  total  staff  of  the  Brigade,  distributed 
throughout  London  amongst  the  various  stations,  numbers  at  present  1,368. 
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Tuesday — continued. 

A  “display”  by  the  Brigade  has  always  considerable  interest  for  foreign  guests; 
and  those  given  recently  before  the  King  of  Spain  and  Admiral  Caillard’s  officers  were 
highly  appreciated. 


London  County  Council  Fire  Brigade. 


Headquarters. 


At  the  southern  end  of  Blackfriars  Bridge,  which  was  opened  in  1869,  is  situated 
one  of  the  termini  of  the  Council’s  electric  tramway  system. 

The  Victoria  Embankment  was  constructed  in  1864-1870,  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
^2,000,000.  It  is  about  a  mile-and-a-half  in  length,  and  it  is  interesting  to  record  that 
the  Em'  ankment,  including  the  Victoria  Embankment  Gardens,  was  laid  out  on  land 
reclaimed  from  the  river.  Along  the  Embankment  are  situated  the  Council’s 
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Tuesday — continued. 

Education  Offices,  at  which  the  principal  business  of  administering  education  is 
carried  on. 

Waterloo  Bridge  crosses  both  the  Thames  and  the  Embankment.  The  bridge 
was  built  in  1811-1817  at  a  cost  of  over  /l, 000, 000,  and  is  considered  to  be  one 
of  London’s  finest  bridges. 

On  the  left  is  the  -so-called  Cleopatra’s  Needle,  a  monument  belonging  to  the 
fifteenth  century,  B.C.,  and  brought  to  this  country  from  Egypt  in  1878,  having  been 
presented  to  the  British  Government  by  Mohammed  Ali. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Victoria  Embankment  Gardens. 


Charing  Cross  railway  bridge  crosses  the  Embankment.  Near  it  is  the  beautiful 
York  water-gate  which  was  designed  by  Inigo  Jones,  and  formed  the  river  entrance 
to  York  House,  the  seat  of  the  first  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Westminster  Bridge  marks  the  end  of  the  Victoria  Embankment.  This  bridge, 
which  was  built  in  1856-1862,  is  another  of  the  important  connections  between 
London,  north  and  south  of  the  Thames. 

The  Houses  of  Parliament  occupy  the  site  of  a  previous  pile  of  buildings  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1834.  The  first  stone  was  laid  in  1840,  and  the  building  was  completed  in 
1857.  The  edifice  is  in  the  Gothic  style,  and  occupies  an  area  of  8  acres. 
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Tuesday — continued. 

The  Clock  Tower,  at  the  end  next  to  Westminster  Bridge  is  318  feet  high;  the  Middle 
Tower  is  300  feet  high;  and  the  great  Victoria  Tower,  from  which  flies  a  flag  each 
day  when  the  House  is  in  session,  is  350  feet  high  and  75  feet  square. 

Westminster  Hall,  on  the  west  side,  is  one  of  the  grandest  edifices  in  London.  It 
was  begun  by  William  II.,  in  the  eleventh  century,  and  completed  by  Richard  II.  in 
the ‘14th  century. 

To  the  right  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  St.  Margaret’s  Church,  which 
dates  from  the  eleventh  century. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Battersea  Park. 


History  associates  Westminster  Abbey  with  a  church  said  to  have  been  erected 
on  the  present  site  in  honour  of  St.  Peter  about  616.  The  present  building  was 
begun  by  Edward  the  Confessor,  who  built  a  church  here  about  1049-1065,  which 
has  been  enlarged  and  altered  by  successive  monarchs.  English  monarchs  from 
William  I.  to  Edward  VII.  have  been  crowned  in  the  Abbey;  and  in  it  may  be  seen 
the  Coronation  Chair. 

To  be  interred  in  the  Abbey  is  the  tribute  the  nation  pays  to  its  sons  who  have 
rendered  distinguished  services  to  their  country  in  various  walks  of  life. 
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Tuesday — continued. 


Beyond  the  Houses  of  Parliament  are  the  working-class  dwellings  on  the 
Millbank  Estate  which  were  begun  by  the  Council  in  December,  1897,  and  com¬ 
pleted  and  occupied  in  May,  1899.  I  hey  have  been  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
Millbank  Prison.  In  February,  1903,  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  did  the 
Council  the  honour  of  visiting  and  personally  inspecting  the  dwellings,  of  which  they 
were  graciously  pleased  to  express  their  approval. 

Near  the  Millbank  Dwellings  is  the  National  Gallery  of  British  Art,  or  Tate 
Gallery,  which  was  built  and  presented  to  the  nation  in  1897  by  Sir  Henry  Tate.  * 

Vauxhall  Bridge  is  m  process  of  re-construction;  and  is  approaching  completion. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Battersea  Park. 


Battersea  Park,  on  the  south  of  the  river,  has  an  area  of  about  200  acres  ;  it  is 
laid  out  in  a  varied  manner  and  besides  an  abundance  of  beautiful  trees,  shrubs,  and 
Hovers,  offers  great  facilities  for  recreation  of  all  descriptions.  Battalions  of  the 
Guards  stationed  at  Chelsea  Barracks,  often  make  use  of  the  park  for  drilling  and 
signalling  purposes. 

Battersea  Bridge  was  opened  in  1891. 
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Tuesday — continued. 

The  Chelsea  Embankment,  which  was  constructed  in  1874,  has  near  it  the 
grounds  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  which  is  an  institution  for  old  and  invalid  soldiers. 

The  question  of  joining  the  Chelsea  and  Victoria  Embankments  has  at  different 
times  been  suggested,  and  what  is  known  as  the  Westminster  Improvement  will 
contribute  to  this  end  by  providing  a  handsome,  and  much  needed  avenue  of 
communication  between  Lambeth  Bridge  and  Westminster. 

Parliament  Street,  with  Whitehall,  leading  from  Westminster  to  Charing  Cross,  is 
a  very  important  thoroughfare.  It  is  rich  in  historic  associations  ;  and  in  it  are  situated 
the  principal  Government  offices.  Off  Parliament  Street  is  Downing  Street,  in  which 
are  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices,  as  well  as  the  residence  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

The  County  Hall  was  erected  in  1860.  The  building  has  become  totally  inadequate 
for  the  work  of  the  Council  ;  and  many  premises  scattered  about  the  neighbourhood 
have  to  be  rented,  until  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Thames  Embankment. 

Wednesday  : — 

The  “  Hugh  Myddleton  ”  School,  which  is  situated  in  the  Clerkenwell  district,  is 
one  of  the  most  modern  of  the  Council’s  schools,  and  provides  educational  facilities  of 
a  comprehensive  character. 

The  construction  of  the  new  thoroughfare  from  Holborn  to  the  Strand  is  one  of 
the  principal  improvements  effected  by  the  Council  ;  and  is  admirably  illustrated  by  the 
accompanying  map. 

To  appreciate  the  improvements  that  have  been  here  effected  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  the  conditions  which  existed  before  the  work  was  taken  in  hand.  The 
Strand  varied  from  40  ft.  to  70  ft.  in  width,  including  footway  and  carriageway  ;  the 
surrounding  neighbourhood  a  large  congested  and  insanitary  area ;  and  everything 
had  contributed  to  make  this  particular  spot  a  subject  of  serious  consideration  to 
the  Council  and  its  predecessors  for  upwards  of  fifty  years. 

The  object  of  the  improvement,  now  rapidly  approaching  completion,  was  to 

provide  a  new  main  artery  of  traffic  100  ft.  wide,  running  north  and  south  between 

Holborn  and  the  Strand,  and  so  to  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  existing  narrow 
and  tortuous  thoroughfares.  It  culminates  in  a  crescent,  to  which  the  name  of 
Aldwych  has  been  given,  while  the  portion  down  to  the  crescent  is  called  Kingsway. 
The  Gladstone  Memorial  Statue  has  been  assigned  a  site  at  the  eastern  end  of 
Aldwych,  while  at  the  western  end  the  Gaiety  Theatre  and  Restaurant,  along 

with  other  new  and  stately  buildings,  contribute  materially  to  the  architectural  beauty 
of  London. 

In  conjunction  with  the  improvement,  the  Council  has  constructed  a  shallow 
underground  tramway  (marked  on  the  map)  running  from  the  Strand  into 
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Wednesday — continued. 

Theobald’s  Road.  It  is  hoped,  by  this  means,  amongst  others,  eventually  to  link  up 
the  southern  and  northern  tramway  systems. 

To  the  south  of  Theobald’s  Road  lies  Gray’s  Inn,  one  of  the  four  Inns  of 
Court,  within  whose  gardens  there  is  still  a  tree  living  planted  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
(1561-1626). 

The  portion  of  London  lying  to  the  north  of  Holborn  known  as  Clerkenwell  has 
within  its  area  a  burial-ground  in  which  is  the  tomb,  amongst  many  others,  of  Jolm 
Bunyan. 

Farringdon  Road  is  an  important  thoroughfare  running  south  to  Ludgate  Circus. 
It  is  intersected  some  distance  west  of  Holborn  Viaduct  by  Charterhouse  Street,  which 
is  rich  in  historic  interest,  dating  from  the  14th  century. 

In  the  vicinity  is  Smithfield,  now  known  as  the  London  Central  Meat  Market,  but 
known  to  history  as  the  spot  where,  in  the  reigns  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  many 
suffered  death  at  the  stake  for  the  sake  of  their  religious  opinions. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  which  occupies  a  site  on  the  east  side  of  West 
Smithfield,  is  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  wealthiest  hospitals  in  London.  ( See  p.  24. ) 
Near  to  it  is  the  Church  of  St.  Bartholomew  the  Great,  which  dates  from  the  11th 
century. 

In  Newgate  Street  is  being  erected  a  large  building  for  the  Central  Criminal 
Court.  It  occupies  the  site  of  the  famous  Newgate  Prison,  which  was,  for  many 
years,  the  public  place  of  execution. 

On  the  left-hand  side  of  Newgate  Street,  and  on  a  cleared  space  for  the  erection 
of  some  Government  buildings,  was,  until  recently,  the  famous  Blue  Coat  School, 
known  as  Christ’s  Hospital,  which  was  founded  in  the  16th  century. 

St.  Martin’s-le-Grand  is  the  headquarters  of  the  postal  system  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  so  considerably  has  the  work  increased  that  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  build  other  huge  premises  at  Mount  Pleasant,  which  is  about  half-a-mile  distant. 

The  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London  is  of  considerable  antiquity — the  history  of 
the  present  building  dating  from  1411.  The  porch  dates  from  the  year  1425,  and 
above  it  are  the  arms  of  the  city,  with  the  motto,  Domine  dirige  nos. 

The  Mansion  House,  which  is  the  residence  of  the  Lord  Mayor  during  his  year 
of  office,  was  completed  in  1753. 

The  district  around  the  Bank  (Lombard  Street,  Cornhill,  Old  Broad  Street)  consists 
almost  entirely  of  large  offices  and  banks ;  and,  although  it  has  a  large  population 
during  the  day,  it  is  practically  deserted  after  office  hours. 

Liverpool  Street  Station,  the  terminus  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  serves  the 
most  densely  populated  portion  of  London,  including  the  whole  of  the  East  and  North 
East  of  London.  Its  main  lines  serve  the  East  Coast  (Cromer,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
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Wednesday — continued. 

Lincoln,  York),  while  from  Harwich  it  has  a  line  of-  steamers  running  to  the 
Continent.  The  number  of  trains  which  arrive  and  depart  each  day  is  about  1,140, 
and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  in  a  year  amounts  to  over  65  millions. 

Houndsditch,  situated  to  the  south  of  Liverpool  Street  Station,  connects 

Bishopsgate  Street  with  Aldgate,  and  is  named  from  its  site  near  the  ancient  city 
wall. 

Leading  off  Whitechapel  Road  is  Commercial  Street,  in  which  is  situated  Toynbee 
Hall,  where  there  are  about  20  residents,  chiefly,  graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
who  are  desirous  of  sharing  the  life  and  experiences  of  the  poor  of  the  East  End. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Victoria  Park. 


In  this  district  is  also  situated  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes,  where  about  7,000  destitute 
and  orphan  children  are  cared  for. 

In  Whitechapel  Road  is  the  Whitechapel  Free  Library  and  Museum,  which  is 
adjoined  by  a  public  Art  Gallery,  opened  in  1901. 

About  half-a-mile  further  is  situated  the  London  Hospital.  (See  p.  24  J 

The  Bethnal  Green  Museum,  in  Cambridge  Road,  is  a  branch  of  the  South 
Kensington  Museum,  and  was  established  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
East  End  of  London. 


B 
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Children's  Bathing  Lake,  Victoria  Park. 


Children’s  Sand  Pit,  Victoria  Park 


London  County  Council  Parks 


Children's  Gymnasium, 


Victoria  Park. 


Deer  Enclosure,  Victoria  Park. 
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The  People’s  Palace,  which  occupies  a  prominent  position  on  the  left  side  of 
Mile  End  Road,  is  a  large  institution  for  the  “recreation  and  amusement,  the  intellectual 
and  material  advancement  of  the  vast  artisan  population  of  the  East  End.” 

Grove  Road  leads  off  Mile  End  Road  to  Victoria  Park,  which  has  an  area  of 
217  acres,  and  is  laid  out  as  gardens  and  recreation  grounds.  The  facilities  afforded 
in  this  park  for  cricket,  football,  tennis,  boating  and  bathing  are  much  appreciated. 

Hackney  Road  is  a  busy  thoroughfare  of  considerable  length,  leading  from  Victoria 
Park  to  Shoreditch. 

To  the  right  of  Shoreditch  is  Old  Street,  which  connects  Hackney  Road  with 
Aldersgate. 

City  Road,  running  from  Finsbury  Square  to  Pentonville,  has  in  it  the  historic 
chapel  in  which  John  Wesley,  the  great  evangelist,  ministered. 

Euston  Road  is  rendered  an  important  thoroughfare  because  of  the  great  railway 
termini  situated  therein,  which  connect  London  with  the  whole  of  the  North  of 
England  and  with  Scotland. 

King’s  Cross  Station  is  the  terminus  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  which,  in 
addition  to  serving  the  suburban  traffic  of  north  London,  has  its  main  lines  running 
to  Hull,  Leeds,  Sheffield  and  York,  where  they  are  joined  by  the  main  East  Coast 
route  running  to  Scotland.  The  number  of  trains  to  and  from  the  station  each  day  is 
over  300,  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  annually  is  over  15  millions. 

St.  Pancras  Station  is  the  terminus  of  the  Midland  Railway,  which  has  its  trains 
running  to  Leicester,  Derby,  Sheffield,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh. 
The  number  of  trains  to  and  from  the  station  each  day  is  about  180;  and  the  number 
of  passengers  carried  annually  is  nearly  10  millions,  more  than  7  millions  of  whom 
are  season-ticket  holders. 

Euston  Station  is  the  terminus  of  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway.  Its 
main  lines  are  to  Rugby,  Crewe,  Chester,  Holyhead  (from  where  it  has  a  service  of 
steamers  to  Ireland),  Birmingham,  Shrewsbury,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh  and  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  number  of  trains  to  and  from  the  station 
each  day  is  about  160;  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  annually  is  nearly 
4,500,000. 

In  Gower  Street,  off  Euston  Road,  is  University  College  Hospital.  ( See  p.  24.) 

Tottenham  Court  Road,  which  is  one  of  the  main  arteries  connecting  north  with 
central  London,  consists  almost  entirely  of  very  fine  shops.  The  Council  is  now 
engaged  in  carrying  out  an  important  and  much-needed  widening  at  the  junction  of 
Tottenham  Court  Road  and  Hampstead  Road. 

At  the  southern  extremity,  some  distance  to  the  left,  is  the  British  Museum. 
Many  changes  have  been  effected  from  time  to  time  in  the  structure  of  the  Museum, 
but  it  was  erected  in  its  present  form  between  the  years  1823  and  1847.  Its 
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magnitude  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  about  2,000,000  volumes  are  contained  in 
the  library,  which  is  added  to  at  the  rate  of  about  50,000  volumes  per  annum. 

Oxford  Street  runs  at  right  angles  to  Tottenham  Court  Road,  and,  on  the  right,, 
leads  to  Marble  Arch  and  Hyde  Park. 

To  the  south  of  Kensington  Gardens,  already  referred  to,  are  the  Imperial 
Institute,  the  University  of  London,  the  Natural  History  Museum,  and  the  South 
Kensington  Museum. 

The  Imperial  Institute  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  India,  built  in 
1887-93,  is  the  national  memorial  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee.  In  1899  the  buildings, 
were  transferred  to  the  Government;  and  the  management  of  the  Institute  is  now 
vested  in  the  Board  of  Trade. 

» 

The  University  of  London  occupies  the  east  main  wing.  Until  1900  it  was  only 
able  to  examine  and  grant  degrees,  but  it  has  since  been  reorganised  and  has  now 
several  colleges  for  instruction  in  the  different  faculties. 

The  Natural  History  Museum  is  a  branch  of  the  British  Museum,  whose  natural 
history  collections  it  contains. 

The  South  Kensington  Museum  is  now  officially  styled  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum.  The  new  buildings,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  by  Queen  Victoria  in 
1899,  are  divided  into  three  separate  buildings  :  the  main  building,  the  southern 
galleries,  and  the  Indian  section  and  western  galleries. 

The  Council’s  fire-station  at  High  Street,  Kensington,  was  opened  on  1st  June, 
1905.  The  equipment  of  the  station  embodies  the  latest  experience  and  is  specially 
designed  so  as  to  give  a  very  rapid  “turn-out”  without  adopting  the  American  system 
of  separating  the  men  from  their  families.  The  single  men,  who  form  the  crew  of 
the  horsed-escape,  are  accommodated  in  cubicles  in  the  front  part  of  the  station,  and 
the  horses  for  the  horsed-escape  and  the  steam-engine  are  stalled  in  the  appliance- 
room  on  either  side  of  those  appliances.  Swinging  harness  is  used  for  these  horses,, 
and  sliding  poles  are  provided  from  all  doors  to  the  appliance-room. 

Thursday  : — 

The  site  of  the  new  County  Hall  is  situated  on  the  southern  side  of  Westminster 
Bridge,  running  eastward  along  the  river.  The  Council  decided  on  the  18th  April  of 
this  year  to  acquire  the  site,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  new  offices  for  the 
Council  capable  of  accommodating  all  the  members  of  its  staff. 

St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  on  the  south  side  of  Westminster  Bridge,  permits  of 
reference  to  the  large  number  of  similar  institutions  throughout  London.  Altogether, 
there  are  about  115  hospitals  in  the  Metropolis,  all  of  which  are  maintained  by 
voluntary  contributions. 
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The  average  daily  nirnber  of  beds  occupied  in  the  London  hospitals  is  about 
7,000  ;  the  number  of  indoor  patients  100,000  ;  and  the  number  of  out-door  patients 
1,300,000.  The  hospitals  can  be  classified  under  such  heads  as, — General  Hospitals 
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Kensington  Station. 

with  medical  schools  ;  General  Hospitals  without  medical  schools  ;  Special  Hospitals, 
which  may  further  be  classed  as  Consumption,  Children’s,  Women’s,  Ophthalmic,  etc. 


Thursday — continued. 


The  principal,  however,  are  those  with  medical  schools  ;  and  the  table  given  below 
furnishes  some  interesting  information  of  their  beneficient  operations  : — 


NAME  OF  HOSPITAL. 

Ordinary  Income 
and  Expenditure. 

(a) 

Ordinary  Income 
and  Expenditure. 

(b) 

Num¬ 

ber 

of 

Beds. 

Daily 

average 

number 

of 

Beds. 

occu¬ 

pied. 

Number 
of  In- 
Patients 

Number 
of  Out- 
Patients. 

Number 

of 

Lying-In 

Cases 

attended. 

Total 

Ordinary 

Income. 

Total 

Ordinary 

Expendi¬ 

ture. 

Income. 

Expendi¬ 

ture. 

General  Hospitals  with 

Medical  Schools 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Charing  Cross 

11,549 

13,542 

10,306 

15,332 

150 

132 

1,584 

13,820 

272 

Guy’s 

43,424 

58,160 

51,198 

29,287 

652 

470 

7,772 

117,972 

3,494 

King’s  College 

13,542 

20,373 

9,526 

528 

223 

184 

2,770 

20,471 

369 

London 

72,218 

83,271 

37,626 

70,085 

776 

678 

13,364 

166,379 

2,641 

Middlesex  ... 

16,459 

31,045 

18,191 

9,558 

308 

262 

3,611 

44,277 

807 

Royal  Free  ... 

9,357 

13,100 

11,027 

4,755 

170 

131 

2,140 

37,305 

— 

St.  Bartholomew’s... 

70,260 

64,469 

294 

2,530 

674 

481 

6,587 

132,837 

1,670 

St.  George’s 

27,687 

40,840 

5,740 

4,555 

351 

300 

4,988 

31,319 

524 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

13,379 

28.007 

61,924 

1,987 

281 

250 

4,035 

41,858 

1,823 

St.  Thomas’s 

53,882 

55,502 

11,206 

19,939 

544 

443 

7,038 

60,831 

2,030 

University  College... 

11,420 

25,010 

16,530 

2,911 

188 

164 

2,695 

40,899 

1,670 

Westminster 

19,355 

19,852 

14,611 

364 

213 

179 

2,743 

22,112 

232 

362,532 

453,171 

248,179 

161,831 

4,530 

3,674 

59,327 

730,080 

15,532 

(a)  The  ordinary  income  consists  of  annual  subscriptions,  donations,  boxes,  King’s  Hospital  Fund, 

Hospital  Saturday,  Hospital  Sunday,  contributions  from  workpeople,  invested  property, 
private  nursing  institutions,  nurses’  and  probationers’  fees,  patients’  payments  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  receipts.  The  ordinary  expenditure  consists  of  the  whole  of  the  maintenance  and 
administrative  charges. 

( b )  The  extraordinary  income  consists  of  donations  for  special  purposes  and  legacies.  The  extra¬ 

ordinary  expenditure  consists  of  permanent  repairs  and  building  improvements. 

To  the  west  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  can  be  seen,  from  Westminster  Bridge, 
Lambeth  Palace,  the  official  London  residence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
dating  from  the  13th  century. 

The  tramway  terminus  at  the  southern  end  of  Westminster  bridge  is  one  of  the 
termini  of  the  Council’s  electric  tramway  system.  Trams  from  Westminster  run  to 
Greenwich,  Streatham,  Tooting  and  other  centres  in  south  London.  Special  facilities 
for  travelling  at  reduced  fares  are  granted  to  workmen  up  to  8.0  a.m.,  while  on  some 
routes,  in  addition,  an  all-night  service  is  maintained.  The  service,  which  is  worked 
on  the  underground  conduit  system  of  electric  traction,  was  inaugurated  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of-  Wales,  on  15th  May,  1903. 

Kennington  Park  has  an  area  of  about  19i  acres  and,  being  the  only  open  space 
in  the  neighbourhood,  is  of  material  advantage  to  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  the 
inhabitants. 

At  Camberwell  is  situated  the  head  offices  of  the  Council’s  tramway  system.  A 
new  car-shed  to  store  electric  cars  is  being  erected  there  to  take  the  place  of  that 
which  formerly  accommodated  the  old  horse  cars. 

The  London  County  Council  Camberwell  School  of  Arts  and  Crafts  was  opened 
on  10th  January,  1898.  The  special  object  of  the  school  is  to  supplement  apprentice- 
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ship  by  enabling  its  students  to  learn  designs  and  those  branches  of  their  craft 
which  they  are  unable  to  acquire  in  the  workshop. 

The  New  Cross  car-sheds,  necessitated  by  the  extension  of  the  Council’s  tramway 
system,  are  capable  of  accommodating  300  cars. 

Carrington  House,  Deptford,  which  was  opened  by  the  Earl  Carrington  on  21st 
November,  1903,  is  erected  on  what  was  formerly  an  insanitary  area  in  Mill  Lane, 
Deptford.  It  may  be  described  as  an  hotel  for  men  of  the  working-class.  The 
building,  which  provides  accommodation  for  804  men,  includes  a  dining-room,  a  smoking- 
room,  and  a  reading-room.  It  also  contains  barber’s,  tailor’s  and  bootmaker’s  shops ; 
a  lavatory,  bath-rooms,  dressing  rooms,  and  a  wash-house.  A  separate  cubicle,  well 
ventilated  and  lighted  is  provided  for  each  lodger  at  a  cost  of  6d.  per  night.  There 
is  an  extra  charge  of  one  penny  for  a  private  bath  with  hot  and  cold  water,  including 
soap  and  use  of  towel. 

The  Council  decided  that  the  remainder  of  the  site  should  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  cottages. 

The  Council’s  main  electricity  generating  station,  now  in  process  of  construction, 
is  situated  at  Greenwich.  It  overlooks  the  Thames,  and  when  fully  completed  will 
provide  ample  power  for  working  all  the  Council’s  tramway  lines  north  and  south  of 
the  river,  as  well  as  those  contained  in  the  many  schemes  of  tramway  extension 
contemplated  by  the  Council. 

Black  wall  Tunnel  was  constructed  by  the  Council  and  opened  to  the  public  on 
22nd  May,  1897,  by  H.  R.  H.  The  Prince  of  Wales  (now  King  Edward).  The  total 
cost,  including  the  acquiring  of  property  and  the  making  of  the  approach  roads,  was 
£\, 328, 3 18.  The  tunnel,  which  is  nearly  It  miles  long,  is  27  feet  in  diameter,  has  a 
roadway  16  feet  wide,  with  a  headway  varying  from  17  feet  6  inches  to  14  feet  7 
inches,  and  two  foot- walks,  each  3  feet  li  inches  wide.  Access  is  obtained  by  means 
of  the  open  approaches  and  by  stairways.  The  tunnel  is  throughout  well  lighted  by 
electricity.  Passage  through  the  tunnel  is  free  ;  and  its  usefulness  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  about  5,000,000  people  pass  through  it  each  year. 

Idenden  Cottages  were  erected  by  the  Council  as  part  of  the  accommodation  to  be 
provided  for  persons  displaced  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  Blackwall  Tunnel. 

The  Tunnel  Gardens,  Poplar,  are  laid  out  on  about  It  acres  of  land  which  was 
acquired  for  the  construction  of  the  Tunnel. 

The  London  County  Council  Steamboat  Service  was  inaugurated  by  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  Saturday,  17th  June,  1905.  The  steamers  are 
thirty  in  number  ;  and  the  Council  have  named  them  after  distinguished  persons  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  Thames  in  London.  Amongst  the  names  are  King 
Alfred,  Chaucer,  Lrancis  Drake,  Shakespeare,  Christopher  Wren,  and  Carlyle.  The 
steamers  run  from  Greenwich  to  Hammersmith,  a  distance  of  14  miles,  calling  at 
various  piers  on  the  way. 
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Barking  Outfal  I— Jetty,  Sludge  Tanks,  etc 


Thursday — continued. 

The  Council’s  Northern  Outfall  Sewage  Works  at  Barking  treat  the  sewage 
of  the  whole  of  London  north  of  the  Thames.  They  were  constructed  in  1864  ; 
and,  by  superseding  the  inefficient  existing  system  of  drainage,  have  contributed 
materially  to  the  health  of  London. 

On  the  return  journey  up  the  river  from  Barking  may  be  seen  the  Royal  Arsenal 
at  Woolwich.  It  covers  an  area  of  over  600  acres  ;  and  affords  employment  to  about 
20,000  men. 

The  large  Royal  Victoria  and  Albert  Docks,  which  are  2f  miles  in  length,  are 
situated  about  two  miles  higher  up  the  river.  They  have  huge  warehouses, 
possessing  accommodation  for  350,000  refrigerated  sheep  and  250,000  tons  of 
miscellaneous  goods.  Over  800  vessels  enter  these  docks  during  the  year,  including 
the  steamers  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental,  the  British  India,  the  Allan,  and  other 
important  companies. 

The  East  India  Docks  are  situated  at  Blackwall,  and  are  used  by  some  of  the 
chief  lines  of  sailing  ships. 

About  a  mile  higher  up  the  river  is  situated  Greenwich  Hospital,  which  occupies 
the  site  of  an  old  royal  palace,  built  in  1433.  In  this  palace  Henry  VIII.  Queen 
Mary  and  Queen  Elizabeth  were  born.  For  some  considerable  time  the  building  was 
used  as  a  hospital  for  aged  and  disabled  sailors.  Since  1873  it  has  been  used  as 
a  Royal  Naval  College  for  the  instruction  of  naval  officers. 

Greenwich  Park,  which  is  174  acres  in  extent,  is  a  favourite  resort  of  Londoners. 
On  a  hill  in  the  centre  of  the  park  is  the  famous  Royal  Observatory. 

Millwall  Docks,  situated  about  a  mile  higher  up  the  river,  have  an  area  of  233i 
acres.  They  are  chiefly  used  for  the  importation  of  grain  and  timber. 

The  West  India  Docks  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  cover  an  area  of  370 
acres,  and  are  largely  used  for  general  merchandise. 

The  Surrey  Commercial  Docks,  which  lie  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  comprise 
many  large  basins  and  cover  an  area  of  about  370  acres.  The  number  of  vessels 
entering  the  docks  each  year  is  about  1,400,  with  a  net  registered  tonnage  of  1,018,349. 

Between  Limehouse  and  London  Bridge  is  what  is  known  as  the  Pool, 
where  many  vessels  may  constantly  be  seen  loading  and  discharging  into  lighters ;  or 
at  the  wharves. 

The  huge  warehouses,  which  line  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  indications  of  the 
great  volume  of  business  transacted  in  this  part  of  London  ;  and  it  may  be  interesting 
to  note  that  in  1903  the  number  of  vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  with  cargo  was 
49,545,  with  a  registered  net  tonnage  of  1,480,528. 

Just  above  London  Docks  is  the  Tower  Bridge,  built  in  1886-94,  which  besides 
possessing  interesting  engineering  features,  affords  a  valuable  means  of  communication 
between  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Thames. 

Immediately  to  the  west  of  the  Tower  Bridge  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  is 
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the  Tower  of  London.  The  greater  part  of  the  existing  edifice  was  built  from  1078 
to  1222.  The  Tower  was  formerly  “a  citadel  to  defend  or  command  the  city;  a  royal 
palace  for  assemblies  and  treaties;  a  prison  of  estate  for  the  most  dangerous  offenders; 
the  only  place  of  coinage  for  all  England  at  this  time  ;  the  armory  for  warlike 

provisions  ;  the  treasury  of  the  ornaments  and  jewels  of  the  Crown  ;  and  general 

conserver  of  the  most  ancient  records  of  the  King’s  courts  of  justice  at  Westminster.” 
Various  departments  have  been  transferred  from  time  to  time  to  other  public 
buildings,  but  the  Tower  is  still  used  as  a  military  depot  and  barracks. 

The  Royal  Mint,  which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Tower  Hill,  is  where  coinage  of 

currency  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  most  of  the  colonies  is  issued. 

The  Custom  House  is  situated  between  the  Tower  Bridge  and  London  Bridge. 
It  was  erected  in  1814-1817,  and  has  a  frontage  towards  the  Thames  of  490  feet. 

The  Council’s  fire-float  “Alpha”  is  stationed  at  Blackfriars  Bridge.  This  vessel 
is  of  a  special  type,  and  was  constructed  in  1899-1900.  It  is  fitted  with  pumps  capable 
of  discharging  1,250  gallons  a  minute  ;  and  has  proved  itself  so  satisfactory  that 
the  Council  is  having  another,  but  more  powerful  boat,  constructed  on  similar  lines. 

Friday  : — 

Waterloo  Station  is  situated  to  the  south  of  Waterloo  Bridge,  and  is  the  terminus 
of  the  London  and  South  Western  Railway.  Its  main  lines  run  to  Southampton 
(from  whence  steamers  run  to  Havre),  Bournemouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  Exeter,  Plymouth, 
etc.  Over  700  trains  enter  and  leave  each  day  ;  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried 
annually  is  about  31  millions. 

Windsor,  which  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Thames,  is  about  18  miles 
from  London. 

The  Castle,  which  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  dates  from  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  and,  was  extended  under  successive  monarchs,  only  reaching 
its  present  condition  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  It  consists  of  two  courts,  called 

the  Upper  and  Lower  Wards,  surrounded  by  buildings  ;  and  between  the  two  rises 

the  Round  Tower.  St.  George’s  Chapel,  or  Chapel  of  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  the 

Garter,  is  on  the  north-west  side.  The  Albert  Chapel  which  adjoins  St.  George’s 
Chapel  on  the  east,  was  restored  by  Queen  Victoria  in  memory  of  the  late  Prince 
Consort.  The  Round  Tower  or  Keep,  which  was  used  as  a  prison  down  to  1660, 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Thames  is  Eton  College,  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
English  schools. 

Paddington  Station  is  the  terminus  of  the  Great  Western  Railway.  Its  main 
lines  run  to  the  West  of  England  and  South  Wales,  serving  principally  Bath,  Bristol, 
Exeter,  Plymouth,  Weymouth  (from  whence  its  steamers  run  to  the  Channel  Islands), 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  and  New  Milford.  It  also  serves  Oxford,  Birmingham,  Liverpool 
and  Manchester.  The  number  of  trains  to  and  from  the  station  is  about  300  ;  and 

the  number  of  passengers  carried  annually  is  over  9  millions. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  LONDON 

COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


The  London  County  Council  is  the  municipal  authority  whose  administration  extends 
over  the  whole  of  London.  The  territory  under  its  government  comprises  the  whole 
of  the  capital,  having  an  area  of  117  square  miles  and  a  population  of  4,684,794,  which 
is  somewhat  more  than  the  population  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  nearly  equal  to  that  of 

Sweden,  Holland  or  Portugal,  and  about  twice  that  of  Denmark  or  Norway. 

\ 

The  expenditure  of  the  Council  (excluding  expenditure  met  by  loans)  is  estimated 
for  the  current  year  at  £\ 0,1 50,000. 

LOCATION. 

At  present  the  London  County  Council  has  no  municipal  building  capable  of 
accommodating  its  extensive  administration.  The  place  of  assembly  of  the  Council  is 
the  County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  Charing  Cross. 

A  portion  of  the  administrative  staff  is  also  accommodated  in  this  building,  but 
the  greater  number  are  housed  in  many  separate  premises  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
elsewhere  throughout  London.  The  central  office  of  the  educational  administration  is 
on  the  Victoria  Embankment,  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  away.  The  office  of 
the  Works  Department  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  Thames,  below  Westminster 
Bridge.  The  direction  of  the  tramway  service  is  in  Camberwell  New  Road,  more 
than  three  miles  away. 

The  departments  of  the  Council’s  administration  and  their  location  are  as. 
follows  : — 


Department.  Location. 

Clerk  of  the  Council’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  The  County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens. 

Education  Offices,  Victoria  Embankment. 
8,  Warwick  House  Street. 

19,  Charing  Cross  Road. 

30  &  31,  Clerkenwell  Close. 

Comptroller’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  The  County  Hall. 

Education  Offices,  Victoria  Embankment, 
8,  St.  Martin’s  Place. 
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Department.  Location 


Engineer’s 

...  The  County  Hall. 

13,  Spring  Gardens. 

28,  Cockspur  Street. 

42-43,  Cranbourn  Street. 

Architect’s 

...  The  County  Hall. 

Education  Offices,  Victoria  Embankment. 
15,  Spring  Gardens. 

11-15,  Charing  Cross. 

3-11,  Warwick  House  Street. 

15,  Pall  Mall  East. 

17,  Pall  Mall. 

19,  Charing  Cross  Road. 

116,  St.  Martin’s  Lane. 

21,  Essex  Street. 

Solicitor’s... 

...  The  County  Hall. 

56-60,  Strand. 

Local  Government  and  Statistical  ... 

...  The  County  Hall. 

21,  Cockspur  Street. 

Estates  and  Valuation  ... 

...  5  &  7,  Spring  Gardens. 

9,  Spring  Gardens. 

15,  Spring  Gardens. 

58-59,  Charing  Cross. 

Public  Health 

...  Education  Offices,  Victoria  Embankment 

8,  St,  Martin’s  Place. 

Public  Control 

...  31,  Spring  Gardens. 

Housing  ... 

...  22,  Cockspur  Street. 

23,  Cockspur  Street. 

Asylums  ... 

...  6  &  6a,  Waterloo  Place. 

P  ar  ks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  11,  Regent  Street. 

Chemical  and  Gas  Testing 

...  40,  Craven  Street. 

Fire  Brigade 

...  82,  Southwark  Bridge  Road. 

Tramways  ...  ...  ... 

...  301  &  303,  Camberwell  New  Road. 

Works 

...  23,  Belvedere  Road,  Lambeth. 

Education. . . 


.  Education  Offices,  Victoria  Embaikment. 
Arundel  House,  Arundel  Street. 
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This  inconvenient  dispersion  of  the  administration  will  shortly  be  remedied  by  the 
provision  of  a  suitable  municipal  building,  which  the  Council  has  decided  to  erect  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Thames,  adjoining  Westminster  Bridge  and  nearly  opposite  the 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  is  estimated  that  the  site  of  5|  acres  will  cost  /TOO, 000, 
and  the  erection  of  the  building  and  adjoining  embankment  /"l,  100,000,  a  total  of 

£1,700,000. 


CONSTITUTION. 

The  London  County  Council  consists  of  118  Councillors  and  19  Aldermen,  137 
members  in  all. 

The  Councillors  are  directly  elected  by  the  inhabitants  of  London,  all  householders, 
owners  of  freehold  property  and  lodgers  being  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election,  the  total 
electorate  now  being  742,397.  London  is  divided  into  58  electoral  districts,  57  of  which 
elect  two  members  each  and  one  four  members.  The  Councillors  are  elected  for  three 
years. 

The  Aldermen  are  selected  by  the  Councillors  and  serve  for  six  years.  Other* 
wise  they  occupy  exactly  the  same  position  as  the  Councillors. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  is  elected  for  one  year  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Council,  which  is  generally  held  in  the  month  of  March. 

The  members  of  the  Council  representing  the  58  electoral  districts  are  unfettered 
in  their  choice,  and  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  London  County  Council  is  in  this 
way  thoroughly  representative  of  the  people  of  London. 

The  Council  annually  appoints  a  Vice-Chairman  and  a  Deputy- Chairman,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  the  Vice-Chairman  or  the  Deputy- Chairman  acts  in  his 
stead. 

The  Council  appoints  annually  a  number  of  Committees,  each  charged  with  the 
directions  of  a  particular  branch  of  administration.  These  Committees  (with  two 
exceptions)  are  composed  exclusively  of  members  of  the  Council,  and  vary  in  size 
from  7  to  43  members  according  to  the  nature  of  the  administration  with  which  they 
are  charged.  Each  Committee  chooses  its  own  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  from 
among  its  members,  and,  should  it  consider  it  desirable,  appoints  Sub- Committees  to 
deal  with  particular  branches  of  its  work. 

There  are  now  27  Committees  of  the  Council  and  59  Sub- Committees.  Each  of 
the  Committees  meets  as  a  rule,  once  a  week  and  the  Sub-Committees  less  frequently. 
The  meetings  begin  at  various  hours  of  the  day  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  and  last  for 
from  half-an-hour  to  about  four  hours.  The  meetings  are  not  open  to  the  public  or 
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NORTH  IS-UNCTON 


LONDON. 

Shouting  the  Electoral  Areas  of  the  London  County  Council 


the  press.  The  following  is  a  Rota  Card  showing  the  meetings  of  the  Committees 
and  the  Sub- Committees  for  the  week  ending  July  22nd,  1905  : — 


MONDAY,  July  17th. 

Education  Sub  -  Committee  (Special  Schools). 

Linden  Lodge  Residential  School  Managing 

Committee,  at  the  School  .  10.30 

Local  Inquiry  by  Home  Office  re  Employment  of 

Children  By-laws,  at  County  Hall  .  10.30 

Asylum  Sub-Committee  (Hanwell),  at  Asylum  ...  10.45 

Education  Sub-Corn.  (Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Non-Provided  Schools),  at  Education  Offices  ...  11.30 

Thames  Conservancy  Board  .  11.30 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Higher  Education  and 
Scholarships — Section  re  Senior  County  Scholar¬ 
ships),  at  Education  Offices .  12.0 

Building  Act  Committee  .  2.0 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Buildings  and  Attendance) 

(Accounts  at  1.30),  at  Ed ucation  Offices  .  2.0 

General  Purposes  Sub-Committee  (General) .  2.0 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Special  Schools).  Upton 
House  Truant  School  Managing  Committee,  at  the 

School  .  2.30 

Public  Control  Sub-Committee  (Locomotives  on 

Highways)  .  2.30 

General  Purposes  Committee  .  3.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (General  Purposes), 

(Accounts.  3.30),  at  County  Hall,  .  4.0 

Parks  Sub-Committee  (S.W.)  4.0 

Rivers  Committee  .  ...  4.0 


TUESDAY,  18th. 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Teaching  Staff — Section 
re  Selection  of  Teachers  and  Instructors),  at 


Education  Offices  .  10.0  &  2.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Day  Schools),  at 

Education  Offices  .  10.30 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Special  Schools).  Drury-lane 
Day  Industrial  School  Managing  Committee,  at 

the  School .  10.30 

Local  Inquiry  by  Home  Office  re  Employment  of 

Children  By-laws,  at  Education  Offices  .  10.30 

Highways  Sub-Committee  (Tramways) .  11.30 

Stores  Committee  .  12.0 

Housing  Sub-Committee  (Estates)  .  12.30 

Parks  Sub-Committee  (S.E.)  1.45 

Local  Government  Sub-Com.  (Street  Naming)  ...  2.0 

Finance  Committee  (Special)  .  2.15 

COUNCIL  .  2.30 


WEDNESDAY,  19th. 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Spec  al  Schools — Section 
re  “Shaftesbury”  Training  Ship),  at  Education 

Offices  ...  .  .  10.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Teaching  Staff — Section 
re  Selection  of  Teachers  and  Instructors)  at 

Education  Offices  .  10.0 

Local  Inquiry  by  Home  Office  re  Employment  of 
Children  By-Laws,  at  Education  Offices  ...  10.30 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Special  Schools — Industrial 

Schools  Cases  Section),  at  Education  Offices  ...  10.45 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Committee  ...  11.0 

Finance  Sub-Committee  (Education  Accounts),  at 
Education  Offices .  12.0 


WEDNESDAY,  JULY  19th— continued. 


Bridges  Committee  (View).  Meet  at  Charing-cross 

Fire  Brigade  Pier  at  .  2.0 

Education  Committee,  at  County  Hall  .  2.0 

Improvements  Committee .  2.0 

Finance  Sub-Committee  (General  Accounts) .  2.15 

Parks  Sub-Committee  (N.E.)  2.15 

Finance  Committee .  3.0 

Parks  Sub-Committee  (N.W.)  4.0 


THURSDAY,  20th. 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Teaching  Staff)  (Special) 

at  Education  Offices  ...  10.0 

Asylum  Sub-Committee  (Bexley),  at  Asylum  ...  10.30 

Local  Inquiry  by  Home  Office  re  Employment  of 
Children  By-Laws,  at  County  Hall  (if  necessary )  10.30 
Asylum  Sub  Committee  (Claybury),  at  Asylum  10.50 

Building  Act  Sub-Committee  .  11.30 

Officers’  (Education)  Superannuation  Committee, 

at  Education  Offices  .  12.0 

Teachers’  Superannuation  Committee,  at  Educa¬ 
tion  Offices  ...  12.30 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Polytechnic  and  Evening 
Schools)  (Accounts  and  Requisitions,  1.45),  at 

Education  Offices  .  2.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Teaching  Staff), 

at  Education  Offices  .  2.0 

Establishment  Committee  .  2.0 

Fire  Brigade  Sub-Committee  (Inspection),  at 

Chief  Station  .  2.30 

Highways  Committee  .  2.30 

Housing  Sub-Committee  (Statistical)  .  3.0 

Fire-Brigade  Sub-Com.  (General),  at  Chief  Station  3.30 
Parliamentary  Committee .  4.0 


FRIDAY,  21st. 

Education  Sub  -  Committee  (Teaching  Staff) 

(Special),  at  Education  Offices  .  10.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Special  Schools)  (Ac¬ 
counts,  10. 0),  at  Education  Offices .  10.30 

Asylum  Sub-Committee  (Horton),  at  Asylum  ...  10.45 

Education  Sub-Com.  (Higher  Education  and 
Scholarships),  at  Education  Offices  ...  ...  2.30 

General  Purposes  Sub  -  Committee  (Solicitor’s 

department) .  2.30 

Metropolitan  Water  Board  .  2.30 

Public  Control  Committee .  2.30 

Parks  Sub-Committee  (General) .  3.0 

Local  Goverment  Sub-Com.  (Historical  Records)  ...  3.30 

Midwives  Act  Committee  (Conference  with  Higher 
Education  and  Scholarships  Sub-Committee)  at 

Education  Offices .  3.30 

Local  Government  Committee  ...  4.0 

Works  Committee,  at  Central  Works .  4.0 

Education  Sub-Committee  (Training  of  Teachers), 
at  Education  Offices  .  4.30 


SATURDAY,  22nd. 

Parks  Committee  (View  of  places  in  N.E.  District). 

Meet  at  County  Hall  at  .  1.0 

London  Fire  Brigade — Annual  Display,  at  Victoria- 
park  .  3.30 


The  Committees  report  their  proceedings  to  the  Council  and  cannot,  unless  specially 
empowered,  perform  any  administrative  act.  Nor  can  they,  as  a  rule,  spend  more 
than  £50  for  any  one  purpose  without  the  sanction  of  the  Council. 

The  members  of  the  Council  are  not  paid,  and  receive  no  allowance  for  expenses 
for  attendance  either  at  the  meetings  of  the  Council  or  its  Committees,  or  when  on 
deputation. 

The  Council,  except  when  in  recess,  meets  regularly  every  Tuesday.  The 
meetings  begin  at  2.30  p.m. ;  and  if  the  deliberations  are  not  completed  by  7  p.m.  the 
sitting  closes,  after  the  disposal  of  unopposed  business,  unless  a  motion  is  carried  that 
the  sitting  be  continued.  At  its  weekly  meetings  the  Council  considers  the  reports  of 
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its  Committees,  which  are  printed  and  circulated  on  the  preceding  Saturday.  These- 
reports  form,  together,  a  weekly  volume  varying  from  100  to  400  pages.  The  Council 
approves,  amends  or  rejects  the  recommendations  of  its  Committees.  The  meetings  of 
the  Council  are  open  to  members  of  the  press  and  to  the  general  public. 

The  personnel  of  the  Council  is,  and  always  has  been,  extremely  composite,, 
including  members  of  the  'different  social  grades,  occupations,  religious  denominations 
and  political  parties.  The  Council  has  at  various  times  numbered  amongst  its  members 
one  premier  (Lord  Rosebery),  one  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie),  and 
other  cabinet  ministers,  as  well  as  members  who  have  been  governors  of  colonies 
and  dependencies. 

The  present  Council  includes  several  peers  and  sons  of  peers,  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  knights,  retired  officers  of  the  Army,  ex-members  of  the  Civil 
Service,  and  members  of  the  professional,  mercantile,  trading,  and  working  classes. 

No  division  into  parties  is  officially  recognised  by  the  Council,  but  the  members 
have,  throughout,  grouped  themselves,  at  the  triennial  elections  into  two  parties,  one 
of  which  has  called  itself  Progressive  and  the  other  Moderate  or  Conservative. 
Members  are  generally  chosen  to  serve  on  each  Committee  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  parties  are  represented  in  the  Council,  but  in  the  great  mass  of  administrative 
work,  no  party  cleavage  is  apparent  and  members  strive  harmoniously  for  the  efficient 
conduct  of  the  Council’s  administration. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Council’s  powers  and  duties  are  defined  by  a  long  series  of  laws  enacted  by 
Parliament.  It  must  strictly  conform  to  these  laws,  but  within  the  limits  thus  laid 
down  has  free  and  unfettered  discretion.  With  some  minor  exceptions  its  decisions 
require  no  confirmation  by  any  other  authority. 

The  Council  frames  its  own  budget  without  control,  though  it  can  levy  no  new 
tax.  As  it  requires  money  for  capital  expenditure  it  raises  it  by  the  issue  of  its  own 
stock,  but  it  obtains  from  Parliament  in  each  year  powers  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  thus  raised.  It  acts  as  banker  to  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  of 
London  by  lending  them  the  capital  moneys  they  require  for  their  administration,  and 
which  have  to  be  sanctioned  for  the  most  part  by  the  Council. 

Its  revenue  (beyonds  its  receipts  from  property,  and  such  services  as  tramways 
and  steamboats)  is  derived  to  some  extent  from  the  subventions  which  (in  common 
with  all  other  municipalities)  it  receives  from  the  Goverment,  but  mainly  from  the 
local  rates  which  are  levied  upon  each  house  in  London  in  proportion  to  its  rental 
value. 

To  obtain  these  rates  the  Council  issues  an  order  to  the  Metropolitan  Borough 
Councils  requiring  them  to  collect  in  their  several  districts  the  amount  required  by  the 
Council  to  defray  its  expenditure  in  each  half-year.  This  is  collected  contempo¬ 
raneously  with  the  other  levies  for  local,  police,  and  poor  law  purposes. 
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London  County  Council  Education. 


Sandhurst  Road  School. 


Since  the  abolition  in  1889  of  the  duties  which  were  levied  on  coal  and  wine 
brought  into  London  no  revenue  has  been  derived  from  taxation  of  this  kind. 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the  most  important  sections  of  the 
Council’s  administration  : — 


EDUCATION. 

The  Council  by  Act  of  Parliament  (1*903)  has  been  made  the  Education 
Authority  for  the  whole  of  London,  its  statutory  powers  including  all  grades  and  all 
kinds  of  educational  effort. 


London  County  Council  Education. 


London  County  Council  School  Class  for  Modelling. 


The  extent  of  the  Council’s  present  work  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  brief 
statement  of  facts. 

The  Council  directly  maintains  2,600  school-departments,  colleges,  and  institutes, 
housed  1,000  in  separate  buildings.  These  institutions  are  staffed  by  20,000  teachers,  and 
they  have  800,000  scholars  of  all  ages  in  attendance. 

The  central  administration  is  carried  on  at  the  offices  on  the  Victoria  Embankment 
by  a  staff  of  approximately  1,000  officers.  As  a  rule  the  teaching  staff  is  attached  to 
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individual  institutions,  but  there  are  special  corps  of  364  teachers  of  domestic  economy, 
378  teachers  of  manual  instruction,  120  teachers  of  drawing,  and  so  on;  and  to  meet 
difficulties  arising  through  sickness  and  through  absence  of  all  kinds,  there  is  an 
unattached  special  corps  of  600  teachers  under  the  direction  of  the  head  office. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  directly  maintaining  educational  institutions  of  all  kinds, 
the  Council  aids  most  of  the  corporate  bodies  which  provide  education  in  London,  such, 


London  County  Council  Education. 


Schools  for  the  Physically  Defective— Ambulance. 


for  example,  as  the  University  of  London,  the  Secondary  Schools  of  ancient  foundation, 
and  the  great  modern  technical  institutes. 

Elementary  education  is  free ;  at  higher  institutions  (evening  schools,  secondary 
schools,  technical  schools,  and  university  courses)  small  fees  are  charged. 

Attendance  at  Elementary  Schools  is  permissible  from  three  years  of  age  ;  it  is 
compulsory  for  all  children  between  five  and  fourteen  years  of  age.  Regular  attendance 
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is  enforced  by  means  of  a  staff  of  376  officers  and  parents,  not  obeying  the  law  are 
liable  to  be  fined  by  the  police  magistrates. 

Special  Schools  are  provided  for  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  mentally  defective,  and  the 
physically  defective  ;  children  of  the  last  class  are  conveyed  to  and  from  the  schools  and 
their  homes  by  means  of  the  Council’s  ambulances. 

The  Council  has  established  an  extensive  system  of  scholarships  to  enable  the  ablest 
children  of  poor  parents  to  secure  the  fullest  advantages  of  Secondary,  Technical,  or 
University  education.  These  scholarships  not  only  exempt  from  fees  but  provide  a 
subsistence  allowance.  The  lowest  class  of  scholarships,  the  Junior  County  Scholarships, 
have  lately  been  increased  and  their  conditions  improved.  These  Junior  Scholarships 
enable  all  children  in  the  public  elementary  schools  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  of 
age  who  are  intellectually  qualified  to  attend  a  Secondary  School. 

The  Council’s  estimate  for  expenditure  on  education  during  the  current  financial 
year  is  836, 000. 


PARKS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 


The  low  death-rate  of  London  is  no  doubt  largely  due  to  the  great  amount  of 
breathing  space  which  it  possesses  in  its  22  miles  of  river  and  in  its  numerous  parks  and 
open  spaces. 

The  parks  and  open  spaces  of  the  Council  are  very  extensive  and  varied  in  character, 
and  are  so  distributed  that  there  is  no  part  of  London  which  has  not  a  park  within 
reasonable  reach  of  the  residents. 


The  following  are  the  largest  of  the  Council’s  parks  : — 


Victoria  Park 
Battersea  Park 
Brockwell  Park 
Finsbury  Park 
Avery  Hill... 

Dulwich  Park 
Southwark  Park  ... 
Clissold  Park 
Peckham  Rye  Park 
Eltham  Park 
Golder’s  Hill 
Ravenscourt  Park... 
Waterlow  Park 
Highbury  Fields  ... 
Wandsworth  Park 
Bennington  Park  ... 
Sydenham  Wells  Park 
Deptford  Park 


217 

acres. 

199* 

acres. 

127J 

acres. 

115 

acres 

84 

acres. 

72 

acres. 

63 

acres. 

54* 

acres. 

48f 

acres. 

41* 

acres. 

36 

acres, 

3D 

acres. 

29 

acres. 

27f 

acres. 

19f 

acres. 

19* 

acres. 

17! 

acres. 

17 

acres. 

The  work  of  maintaining  the  beautiful  character  of  these  parks  receives  the 
constant  attention  of  the  Council,  and  no  effort  is  spared  to  provide  for  the  people  of 
London,  parks  of  almost  unsurpassed  beauty. 
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London  County  Council  Parks. 


Brockwell  Park 


The  other  public  open  spaces,  consisting  mainly  of  heaths  and  commons,  are- 
generally  situated  in  the  more  elevated  portions,  and  from  some  of  them  extensive  views 
can  be  obtained  of  London  and  the  surrounding  country. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Finsbury  Parks 


The  larger  of  these  open  spaces  are  : — 


Hainault  Forest  ... 

...  806 

acres 

Hackney  Marsh  ... 

...  337 

acres 

Parliament  Hill  ... 

...  2673 

acres 

Blackheath 

...  267 

acres 

Hampstead  Heath 

...  240 

acres 

Ciapham  Common 

...  220 

acres 

Wormwood  Scrubbs 

...  21 5 

acres 

Wandsworth  Common  ... 

...  183 

acres 

Tooting  Bee  Common 

...  147* 

acres 

Bostall  Heath  and  Woods 

...  133| 

acres 

Plumstead  Common 

...  102 

acres 

Streatham  Common 

663 

acres 

Peckham  Rye 

64 

acres 

Tooting  Gravency  Common 

63 

acres 

Mill  Fields 

62* 

acres 

Lady  well  Recreation  Ground 

46* 

acres 

Hilly  Fields 

. . ,  4  5.j 

acres 

Hackney  Downs  ... 

...  41§ 

acres 

London  Fields 

26i 

acres 

Well  Street  Common,  Hackney 

...  2I3 

acres 
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The  Council’s  parks  and  open  spaces  have  altogether  an  area  of  4,918  acres,  and 
of  this  area  no  less  than  2,261  acres  have  been  added  in  the  last  fifteen  years. 

The  cost  of  acquiring  such  places  varies  very  greatly  according  to  the  districts 
in  which  they  are  situated.  In  the  densely  populated  district  of  East  London  the 
Council  recently  paid  ^"11,475  for  Albert  Square  with  an  area  of  two-thirds  of  an  acre, 
while  in  the  case  of  Avery  Hill,  Eltham  (84  acres),  the  cost  was  £25, 000,  or  less 
than  7^300  per  acre. 


London  County  Council  Parks 


Clissold  Park. 


In  the  administration  of  its  parks  and  open  spaces  the  Council  has  greatly  extended 
the  facilities  for  games  and  pastimes,  such  as  cricket,  football,  lawn-tennis,  bowling, 
cycling,  and  boating,  and  of  these  facilities  very  extensive  use  is  made.  Special  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  for  open-air  bathing  in  the  lakes  and  ponds  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
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The  Council  votes  annually  £12,000  for  the  provision  of  music  in  its  parks  and 
open  spaces. 

The  total  capital  expenditure  by  the  Council  on  its  parks  and  open  spaces  amounts 
to  ^"1,813,200,  but  this  does  not  represent  their  total  cost,  as  contributions  are  often 
made  by  other  authorities  and  sometimes  by  private  persons. 


London  County  Council  Parks. 


Hampstead  Heath 


The  cost  to  the  Council  of  administering  this  service  amounted,  in  1904-1905  to 
£\ 27,700  ;  and  in  addition  £12, 600  for  interest  on  and  repayment  of  debt,  making 
a  total  of  £200,200  for  the  service  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  those  maintained  by  the  Council  some  large  parks  and  open  spaces 
are  maintained  by  the  Government  and  the  City  Corporation  ;  and  some  smaller 
recreation  grounds  by  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils. 
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LONDON  FIRE  BRIGADE. 


The  Brigade  was  established  to  undertake  the  duty  of  extinguishing  fire,  and 
protecting  life  and  property  from  fire  in  London,  by  a  special  act  of  Parliament  in 
1865,  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this  act,  the  senior  officer  present  at 
a  fire,  has  absolute  control  over  all  persons  during  the  time  occupied  in  its  extinction. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  attendance  of  the  Brigade  at  any  fire  (except  in 
the  case  of  chimney  fires)  within  the  County  of  London,  but  a  small  charge  is  levied 
upon  the  owners  of  property  requiring  its  services  outside  the  County. 

During  the  16  years  the  Brigade  has  been  -under  the  London  County  Council, 
special  attention  has  been  devoted  to  extending  and  perfecting  its  organisation  and 


London  County  Council  Fine  Brigade. 


Bishopsgate  Station. 

equipment  ;  the  staff  has  been  nearly  doubled,  and  the  number  of  fire  stations  largely 
increased. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  94  stations  situated  throughout  London. 

Candidates  for  employment  as  firemen  must  be  between  the  ages  of  21  and  28 
years,  and  the  whole  of  the  staff,  with  their  families,  is  housed  in  or  near  the  fire 
stations. 

A  full  station  is  staffed  by  at  least  1  officer  and  11  men,  but  many  of  the 
stations  have  a  larger  staff,  and  at  the  head-quarters  the  staff  numbers  105. 

New  sub-stations  are  equipped  with  a  horsed-escape  containing  fire  extinguishing 
appliances,  the  64  full  stations  having,  in  addition,  at  least  a  steam  fire  engine. 
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For  the  protection  of  the  valuable  riverside  property,  four  floating  stations  are 
located  in  various  parts  of  the  river,  at  which  fire  floats  and  a  staff  of  men  are  kept 
ready  for  immediate  service. 

The  total  staff  is  1,368,  and  the  equipment  comprises  314  horses,  81  steam  fire 
engines  of  which  two  are  motors,  214  fire  ladders,  454  miles  of  hose,  and  many  other 
appliances. 

To  enable  the  public  readily  to  summon  assistance  in  case  of  fire,  1,100  fire 
alarms  have  been  placed  in  the  streets.  These  alarm  posts  are  so  adapted  that  the 
firemen  can  communicate  from  them  to  the  Fire  Stations  by  telephone. 

The  Council  has  also  28,000  hydrants  fixed  in  the  water  pipes  throughout 
London,  from  which  water,  free  of  cost,  can  be  pumped  to  any  building  in  case  of 
fire. 

The  total  capital  expenditure  on  the  service  has  amounted  to  ^"1,429,000.  The 
cost  for  maintenance  amounted  in  1904-5  to  £239,500,  and  for  interest  and 
repayment  of  debt  to  /"63,000,  a  total  of  ^302,500. 


TRAFFIC  COMMUNICATION. 

The  duty  of  providing  means  of  communication  between  the  different  parts  of 
London  also  devolves  upon  the  Council. 

The  formation  of  new  and  the  widening  of  existing  main  arteries  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  ever-increasing  traffic  of  London  is  a  problem  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

Many  thoroughfares  have  been  constructed  in  the  past,  such  as  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  Northumberland  Avenue,  Charing  Cross  Road,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Southwark 
Street  and  Great  Eastern  Street,  at  heavy  cost,  while  a  still  larger  number  of  other 
thoroughfares  have  been  widened. 

The  most  important  work  of  this  kind  which  the  Council  has  now  in  hand  is  the 
formation  of  “  Kingsway,”  the  new  avenue,  100  feet  wide  between  the  Strand  and 
Holborn,  with  the  crescent-shaped  street  named  “  Aldwych  ”  at  its  southern  end.  This 
improvement  together  with  the  adjacent  widening  of  the  Strand  and  the  clearance  of 
an  insanitary  area  on  the  line  of  the  new  street  is  estimated  to  cost  £5, 650, 000,  but 
by  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Council,  however,  of  acquiring  more  land  than  is 
required  for  the  mere  formation  of  the  street,  and  disposing  of  the  surplus  land  at  its 
increased  value,  this  is  expected  to  be  reduced  to  a  net  cost  of  £l  ,560,000. 

The  Council  has  recently  completed  or  has  now  in  hand  many  extensive  widenings 
of  main  streets.  Amongst  these  are  the  wide  approach  streets  north  and  south  of 
the  river  leading  to  the  Tower  Bridge  costing  £785,500,  the  widening  of 
Piccadilly,  Kensington  High  Street,  Hampstead  Road  and  a  large  number  of  other 
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main  arteries,  which,  though  not  situated  in  the  more  central  parts  of  London,  are 
important  centres  of  business  and  traffic. 

Another  improvement  of  a  somewhat  special  kind  which  the  Council  is  now 
carrying  out  is  that  known  as  the  Westminster  Improvement,  which  consists  in  the 
formation  of  an  embankment  between  the  Houses  of  Parliament  and  Lambeth  Bridge. 
This  embankment  and  the  other  river  embankments  maintained  by  the  Council,  viz. 
the  Victoria  Embankment,  the  Albert  Embankment,  and  the  Chelsea  Embankment 
provide  thoroughfares  of  great  utility  to  London. 


London  County  Council  Traffic  Communications. 


Formation  of  Hoi  born  to  Strand  Improvement. 


For  cross-river  communication  the  Council  maintains  ten  bridges,  two  tunnels  and 
one  free  ferry.  One  of  the  bridges — Vauxhall  Bridge— is  in  course  of  reconstruction, 
and  the  Council  is  now  constructing  a  new  tunnel  to  connect  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  the  river  between  Rotherhithe  and  Ratcliffe. 

These  tunnels,  under  the  river  for  vehicular  and  foot  traffic,  form  a  special 
feature  of  the  Council’s  work,  as  they  provide  traffic  communication  for  the  population 
on  both  sides  at  points  where,  though  such  communication  is  greatly  needed,  it  cannot 
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London  County  Council  Traffic  Communications 


Entrance  to  Shallow  Underground  Tramway,  Southampton  Row. 


Woolwich  Free  Ferry. 
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be  provided  by  bridges  owing  to  the  needs  of  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The 
Blackwall  Tunnel,  completed  in  1897,  cost  ^"1,3-28,318,  and  the  Greenwich  Tunnel  which 
is  a  footway  Tunnel,  was  completed  in  1902  at  a  cost  of  £\ 78,000.  The  Rotherhithe 
Tunnel  now  in  course  of  construction,  for  Vehicular  and  foot  traffic,  is  estimated  to. 
cost  £2, 198,250. 

The  free  ferry  at  Woolwich  consists  of  a  service  of  boats  which  are  specially 
constructed  to  carry  horses  and  vehicles  as  well  as  passengers.  These  boats  cross 
throughout  the  day  and  night  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  capital  expenditure  on  this  ferry  has  been  £185,000  ;  the  annual  expense 
of  working  and  maintaining  it  in  1904-1905  was  ^"20,861. 


London  County  Council  Traffic  Communications. 


Laying  the  Conduit  System  of  Tramways. 

TRAMWAYS. 


The  Council  having  on  the  expiration  of  the  concessions  granted  by  Parliament 
to  the  various  tramway  companies,  exercised  its  rights  of  purchase,  now  owns  103 
miles  of  tramways  in  London.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years,  when  the  period  of  the 
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last  concession  has  expired,  it  will  administer  the  whole  of  the  London  tramway 
system,  which  has  now  a  length  of  116  miles. 

The  Council  itself  manages  54  miles  of  tramways  in  South  London,  but  the 
tramways  in  North  London  have  been  worked  for  some  years  by  a  company  under  a 
concession  granted  by  the  Council.  This  concession  is  to  be  terminated  next  year, 
when  the  Council  will  directly  administer  the  whole  of  its  tramway  service. 


London  County  Council  Traffic  Communications. 


Tramway  Terminus  at  Westminster  Bridge. 


The  tramways  taken  over  from  the  companies  were  in  all  cases  worked  by 
horses,  and  the  Council  is  now  engaged  in  substituting  the  conduit  system  of  electrical 
traction — a  work  involving  the  complete  reconstruction  of  the  whole  of  the  lines. 
About  26i  miles  of  tramway  in  South  London  have  been  electrified,  and  the 
re-construction  of  the  remainder  is  being  proceeded  with. 

Under  the  new  street  between  Holborn  and  the  Strand  the  Council  is  constructing 
a  tramway  immediately  below  the  surface — the  first  work  of  its  kind  to  be  constructed 
in  England.  This  shallow  underground  tramway  will  form  an  important  link  for 
connecting  the  Council’s  Tramways  north  and  south  of  the  Thames. 
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The  Council  has  now  under  consideration  large  extensions  of  its  system  throughout 
London. 

A  station  capable  of  supplying  electricity  for  the  whole  of  its  tramways  is  now  being 
•  erected  on  the  Southern  bank  of  the  Thames  at  Greenwich.  This  station,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  be  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  existence. 

The  fares  charged  on-  the  Councils  tramway  are  low,  a  passenger  being  carried 
nearly  2  miles  for  Id.,  while  a  workman  going  to  and  returning  from  his  work  is 
conveyed  any  distance  on  a  continuous  line  of  tramway  for  Id.  On  the  lines  directly 
managed  by  the  Council  in  South  London  164,818,560  passengers  were  carried  in 
1904-5,  who  paid  in  fares  /"663,922  ;  on  the  Council’s  northern  lines  in  1904,  130,673,957 
passengers  were  carried  who  paid  in  fares  ^"611,712,  thus  making  a  total  of  295,492,517 
passengers  and  ^"1,275,634  paid  in  fares. 

This  service  is  not  only  self-supporting  but  has  contributed  considerable  sums 
to  the  general  funds  of  the  Council. 

The  capital  expenditure  on  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  the  Council’s  tram¬ 
ways  has  already  amounted  to  over  ^4,000,000,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  remainder 
is  estimated  to  cost  more  than  this  amount. 


London  County  Council  Traffic  Communications. 


Steamer  Vanbrugh. 

RIVER  STEAMERS. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Council  has  provided  its  own  fleet  of  river 
steamers  for  passenger  traffic.  Thirty  steamboats,  each  designed  to  carry  about  500 
passengers,  have  been  provided  at  a  capital  cost  of  over  ^200,000. 


D 
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A  service  at  intervals  of  15  minutes  is  maintained  between  Hammersmith  at  the 
western  boundary  of  the  County  and  Greenwich,  14|  miles  lower  down. 


Review  of  River  Steamers,  1861. 


Twenty-four  stations  or  piers  have  been  established  on  the  river  at  which  the 
boats  call,  and  additional  piers  are  being  constructed. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE. 

The  Council’s  main  drainage  system,  which  deals  with  the  sewage,  not  only  of 
London  itself,  but  of  a  large  district  around,  is  necessarily  a  work  of  great 
magnitude. 

The  sewage,  together  with  the  rain  water,  passes  from  a  network  of  drains 
controlled  by  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  in  London  and  five  or  six  of  the 
local  Councils  outside  London  into  a  system  of  main  sewers  provided  and  maintained 
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by  the  London  County  Council.  These  sewers  run,  generally,  north  and  south 
following  the  lines  of  the  valleys. 

The  main  sewers  are  crossed  by  a  series  of  still  larger  sewers,  called  intercepting 
sewers,  through  which  the  whole  of  the  sewage  flows  to  two  points  on  the  Thames 
below  London — one  at  Barking  on  the  northern  bank  and  the  other  at  Crossness  on 


London  County  Council  Main  Drainage. 


Abbey  Mills  Pumping  Station — Main  Engine  House. 


the  southern  bank,  11  and  12f  miles  respectively  below  London  Bridge.  There  are 
five  of  these  intercepting  sewers — three  on  the  north  and  two  on  the  south  of 
the  river. 

These  intercepting  sewers  are  of  great  size,  some  of  them  having  a 

diameter  of  nearly  12  ft.,  or  nearly  as  much  as  that  of  the  London  tube  railways. 
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Two  of  the  intercepting  sewers  flow  the  whole  distance  by  gravitation,  but  in 
the  case  of  the  other  three  the  sewage  has  to  be  pumped  once  or  twice  to  obtain  the 
necessary  gradient  for  a  flow  by  gravitation. 

Relief  channels  have  also  been  provided  at  certain  points  by  which  the  water  on 
occasions  of  excessive  rainfall  is  discharged  directly  into  the  river,  and  pumping  stations 
have  been  established  on  these  storm-relief  sewers  for  pumping  the  storm-water  when 
necessary. 

At  Barking  and  Crossness  the  sewage  is  passed  into  tanks  where  it  is  chemically 
treated  by  adding  lime  and  proto- sulphate  of  iron  to  assist  the  precipitation  of  the 
matter  in  suspension.  The  effluent,  thus  freed  from  the  greater  part  of  suspended 
matter,  is  discharged  into  the  Thames,  the  average  daily  quantity  in  1904-1905  being 
245,000,000  gallons. 


London  County  Council  Main  Drainage, 


Sludge  Vessel  (s.s.  “  Bazalgette  ”). 


The  sludge  from  the  precipitation  channels  is  pumped  into  specially  constructed 
steamers,  each  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  and  conveyed  50  miles  where  it  is 
discharged  into  the  North  Sea.  Six  vessels  are  thus  continuously  engaged,  and  in 
1904-1905  they  conveyed  2,535,000  tons  of  sludge— equivalent  to  an  average  of  48,750 
tons  per  week. 

The  main  sewers  belonging  to  the  Council  have  an  aggregate  length  of  176  miles, 
the  intercepting  sewers  88  miles,  and  the  storm  relief  sewers  26  miles — a  total  of 
290  miles. 

There  are  in  all  eight  pumping  stations  on  the  lines  of  the  sewers,  viz.,  the 
western  pumping  station  (Westminster),  Abbey  Mills,  Deptford,  Crossness,  Lots  Road 
Chelsea),  King’s  Scholar’s  Pond  (Vauxhall),  Isle  of  Dogs  and  North  Woolwich. 
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The  machinery  at  these  stations  is  capable  of  pumping  632,424  gallons  per 
minute ;  the  height  to  which  the  sewage  or  water  is  raised  varies  from  144  feet  to 
70  feet. 

The  total  capital  expenditure  on  the  system  has  been  ^*9,1 00, 1 30.  To  meet  the 
increasing  requirements,  largely  caused  by  the  addition  of  districts  outside  London,  the 
Council  is  now  extending  the  system  at  an  estimated  cost  of  over  /"3, 500, 000. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  service  in  1904-1905  was  £259,190 ;  the  interest 
on  and  repayment  of  debt  was  £219,500,  being  a  total  of  £559,090  for  this  service 
for  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  deals  with  the  question  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes,  both 
by  clearing  away  the  houses  on  insanitary  areas  and  by  providing  new  dwellings  for 
workmen. 


London  County  Council  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 


Totterdown  Fields,  Tooting. 


Up  to  the  present  time,  35  insanitary  areas  have  been  cleared  away  at  a  net  cost 
of  £2, 550, 000,  and  the  Council  is  still  carrying  out  improvements  of  this  kind. 
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London  County  Council  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 


Hogarth  Buildings,  Millbank. 


Boundary  Street,  Bethnal  Green,  the  largest  area  of  this  kind  cleared  by  the 
Council  had  an  extent  of  15  acres. 

The  Council  provides  new  dwellings  for  workmen  (l)  in  substitution  for  the 
houses  cleared  away  in  insanitary  areas  ;  (2)  in  substitution  for  workmen’s  dwellings 
demolished  in  carrying  out  other  improvements  ;  and  (3)  generally  with  the  object  of 
maintaining  an  adequate  supply. 


London  County  Council  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes, 


Smoking  Room,  Carrington  House. 

To  the  work  of  providing  workmen’s  dwellings  generally  the  Council  has  devoted 
special  attention  in  recent  years,  and  in  this  connection,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  Council’s  schemes  are  self-supporting,  and  entails  no  charge  on  Councils  rates. 
It  is  now  proceeding  with  the  erection  on  a  very  considerable  scale  of  workmen  s 
dwellings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  as  well  as  in  London  itself. 

One  of  the  London  estates  is  situated  at  Millbank  in  Westminster  where  17 
blocks  of  workmen’s  dwellings  have  been  erected  containing  2,215  .  rooms,  now 
inhabited  by  about  3,000  persons. 
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More  extensive  estates  on  which  building  operations  are  now  proceeding  or' 
about  to  be  commenced  are  situated  in  the  outlying  districts,  viz.  :  at  Totterdown 
Fields  (Tooting),  and  at  Old  Oak  Common  (Hammersmith),  both  in  London,  and  at 
White  Hart  Lane  (Tottenham),  and  at  Norbury  (Croydon),  outside  London. 

The  workmen’s  dwellings  and  cottages  already  provided  by  the  Council  comprise 
15,800  rooms,  and  those  projected  are  estimated  to  contain  35,000  rooms,  the  total 

estimated  cost  being  over  £5, 000, 000. 

The  dwellings  in  the  central  parts  consist  of  large  buildings  of  four  or  five  floors 
divided  into  tenements  of  various  sizes.  On  the  outlying  estates  cottages,  some  of 
them  designed  to  provide  accommodation  for  two  families,  are  being_built. 

The  Council  has  also  provided  two  lodging  houses  for  workmen,  viz.  :  Parker 
Street  House,  Holborn,  with  accommodation  for  345  men  and  Carrington  House, 
Deptford,  with  accommodation  for  802,  and  is  erecting  a  third  lodging  house  in 

Kemble  Street,  Westminster,  with  accommodation  for  699  men.  In  these  lodging 
houses  a  workmen  is  provided  with  comfortable  sleeping  accommodation  in  a  separate 
cubicle  at  a  charge  of  6d.  per  night,  and  has  the  use  of  a  dining  room,  in  which  he 

may  cook  his  food,  as  well  as  a  smoking  room  and  reading  room. 


London  County  Council  Asylums^for  the  Insane. 


Claybury  Asylum. 
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ASYLUMS  FOR  THE  INSANE. 


The  care  of  the  mentally  afflicted  among  the  enormous  population  of  London 
forms  another  department  of  the  Council’s  work.  At  the  present  time  18,168  patients 
are  under  its  care,  nearly  the  whole  of  whom  are  accommodated  in  the  Council’s 
existing  nine  asylums.  These  institutions  are  all  situated  in  country  districts  around 
London — viz.,  Claybury  Asylum  in  Essex,  Hanwell  and  Colney  Hatch  Asylums  in 
Middlesex,  Bexley  Asylum  in  Kent,  Banstead,  Cane  Hill,  Horton  and  Manor 
Asylums  in  Surrey,  and  an  Asylum  at  Ewell  in  Surrey  for  epileptic  patients. 


London  County  Council  Asylums  for  the  Insane, 


Ward  in  Hospital  Villa,  Heath  Asylum,  Bexley. 


In  the  institution  at  Ewell  the  Council  has  adopted  the  system  of  villa  residences, 
which  in  this  case  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  112  acres.  By  thus  providing  more 
out-door  occupation  and  reproducing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  conditions  of  home-life,  it 
is  hoped  to  benefit  the  class  of  epileptic  patients. 
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The  capital  expenditure  on  these  asylums  has  amounted  to  about  £3, 700, 000,  and 
the  Council  is  now  erecting  an  additional  asylum  near  Epsom  in  Surrey  at  a  cost 
which  is  estimated  at  £ 572,000 .  The  annual  cost  of  the  administration  of  the  ^ 
service  amounted  in  1904-5  to  about  7^638,500,  the  interest  on  and  repayment  of  debt 
was  £\ 33,350,  making  a  total  of  ^"771,850. 

The  Council  has  established  at  Claybury  Asylum  a  pathological  laboratory  for 
the  purpose  of  the  study  of  insanity.  ' 


BUILDING  ACT  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Council  administers  the  law  relating  to  new  buildings,  controlling  both  the 
building  line,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  precautions  for  ensuring  health 
and  safety.  For  this  purpose  it  examines  and  approves  the  plans  of  all  new  streets, 
and  deals  annually  with  an  enormous  number  of  applications  with  regard  to  the 
position  and  construction  of  buildings. 

* 

The  Council  has  the  duty  of  seeing  that  each  factory  or  workshop  in  which  more 
than  40  persons  are  employed  is  provided  with  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  For  this  purpose  it  inspects  such  buildings,  and  prescribes  the  fire  escape 
arrangements  to  be  made  ;  it  certifies  that  the  arrangements  are  satisfactory,  and  takes 
proceedings,  where  necessary,  to  enforce  the  law. 

The  work  of  naming  the  streets  and  numbering  the  houses  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council. 

The  duty  of  protecting  the  public  against  dangerous  and  neglected  structures  H 
taking  proceedings  requiring  the  owner  to  secure  or  pull  down  such  structures,  also 
devolves  upon  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

In  addition  to  the  public  health  services  already  referred  to,  such  as  Main  Drainage, 
Clearance  of  Insanitary  Areas,  and  the  provision  of  Parks  and  Open  Spaces,  the 
Council  administers  a  large  number  of  other  health  services.  It  frames  by-laws  for 
the  prevention  of  nuisances,  the  conduct  of  offensive  trades  and  other  similar  matters, 
and  licenses  annually  places  where  such  businesses  are  carried  on. 

The  Council  licenses  places  where  cows  are  kept  in  London,  and  administers 
the  law  for  the  prevention  of  diseases  of  animals. 
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It  licenses  common  lodging"  houses,  makes  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  such 
places,  and  employs  a  staff  of  inspectors  for  their  supervision. 

S 

The  Council  has,  in  recent  years,  devoted  special  attention  to  the  question  of 
further  regulations  necessary  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Public  Health  in  London. 


OTHER  SERVICES. 


Regulation  of  Theatres.— The  Council  is  the  authority  for  licensing  nearly  all 
theatres  and  places  of  public  entertainment  in  London,  and,  for  this  purpose  holds  a 
licensing  session  in  each  year. 

Plans  of  all  new  theatres  and  places  of  entertainment  are  examined  by  the 
Council,  with  a  view  to  adequate  provision,  being  made  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
public. 

Weights  and  Measures. — The  Council  employs  a  staff  of  inspectors  for  testing 
and  verifying  weights  and  measures  in  London,  and  maintains  several  stations  for  this 
purpose. 

% 

The  Council  also  maintains  several  establishments  for  testing  the  quality  of  the 
gas  supplied  by  gas  companies,  and  the  meters  by  which  the  supply  to  householders 
is  measured.  It  also  exercises  control  over  the  supply  of  electricity  for  lighting 

t 

purposes. 


x Infant  Life  Protection.— The  Council  registers  houses  in  which  infants  are 
maintained  for  hire,  and  maintains  a  staff  of  male  and  female  inspectors  for  inspecting 
such  places. 

Shop  Assistants  Protection. — The  Council  maintains  a  staff  of  inspectors  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  young  assistants  are  not  employed  more  than  the  specified 
number  of  hours,  and  that  seats  are  provided  for  female  shop  assistants. 

Petroleum  and  Explosives.- — The  Council  registers  places  where  petroleum  and 
explosives  are  stored,  and  employs  officers  to  inspect  such  places  and  supervise  the 
transport  of  such  explosives  in  London. 
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Coroners. — The  Council  appoints  coroners  and  provides  Coroners’  Courts. 


Inebriates. — The  Council  has  a  home  for  inebriates  at  Farmfield  in  Surrey 
where  it  is  trying  an  experiment  for  the  redemption  of  this  unhappy  class. 


Midwives. — The  Council  administers  the  law  with  regard  to  the  certification ,  and 
supervision  of  midwives  in  London. 


It  is  impossible  in  a  short  summary  of  this  kind  to  refer  to  all  sections  of  the 
work  of  the  Council,  though  the  foregoing  may  give  an  idea  of  the  main  features  of 
its  administration. 

In  addition  to  the  above  well-defined  duties  devolving  upon  the  Council,  it  has 
committed  to  its  charge  the  duty  of  watching  over  the  public  interest  generally,  and 
the  multifarious  projects  likely  to  affect  the  interests  of  London  are  carefully 
considered  with  a  view  to  secure  the  greatest  amount  of  advantage  for  its  four- 
and-a-half  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  for  the  enormous  industries  situated  within  its 
boundaries. 
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